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This exciting tour began in Perth, in Western Australia; from here we spent the next 6 
days birding the southwestern corner of Western Australia.  For millions of years the 
temperate southwestern corner of Australia has been isolated from the rest of the island 
continent by an extensive barrier of desert.  As a result of this isolation this remote corner 
of Australia has evolved a remarkable and unique flora and fauna.  The birdlife has 
followed its own evolutionary path and this fascinating area harbours 20 endemic and 
near-endemic species of birds. 

Australia is now into its tenth year of drought and although the southwestern corner of 
Western Australia has not been as badly affected as many other parts of Australia, 
numbers of birds were low and some species were only breeding sporadically.  Most of 
Western Australia is still suffering from drought conditions, all except for Albany that is; 
here the rain continues to fall by the bucket load and heavy rain and strong winds remains 
the norm!  

The first bird we spotted was a Singing Honeyeater, in the grounds of our motel at Perth. 
As we drove through the southeastern suburbs of Perth, we added Laughing Dove, 
Crested Pigeon, Rainbow Lorikeet, Australian Magpie and Australian Raven.  Our first 
birding stop was at the Bungendore State Forest, just beyond the suburbs of Perth.  The 
highlight here was an Inland Thornbill, which performed very well for us and we were 
able to enjoy good close looks at this species, which has faired very badly during the 
drought.  Other birds here included Maned and Pacific Black Ducks, Galah, Little Corella 
which are feral in this area, Red-capped Parrot, Australian Ringneck, the introduced 
Laughing Kookaburra, Grey Fantail, Red Wattlebird, New Holland and Brown 
Honeyeaters and Magpie-lark.  We also saw our first mammal in this area, the introduced 
European Rabbit.  

A little further to the southeast, we made a birding stop at the Gleneagle Rest Area where 
we enjoyed a walk through an interesting mix of Marri and Jarrah woodland.  We 
enjoyed very good looks at a few southwestern endemics here, which included Western 
Yellow Robin, the delightful White-breasted Robin, the localised Western Wattlebird and 
the very attractive Western Spinebill.  Other birds here of interest included a splendid 
pale morph Little Eagle, Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike, a colourful male Golden Whistler, 
both Spotted and Striated Pardalotes and White-naped Honeyeater.
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Next we headed for Dryandra State Forest, where we had a picnic lunch before looking 
for the special birds of this important area.  As we entered the forest and headed for the 
picnic area, we were very fortunate to see a delightful Numbat, surely Australia’s most 
beautiful mammal, sadly the Numbat now only occurs in Dryandra State Forest. 
Following an enjoyable picnic lunch, we set about finding the special birds of this area. 
Our main target bird was the highly localised Blue-breasted Fairywren.  Fortunately, we 
did not have to wait long before finding a fairly confiding pair, which showed well.  This 
splendid state forest also produced many other species of birds which included 
Australasian Grebe, Little Pied Cormorant, Australian Shelduck, Grey Teal, Brown 
Goshawk, Wedge-tailed Eagle, Australian Kestrel, Bush Thick-knee, Eurasian Coot, 
Common Bronzewing, Purple-crowned Lorikeet, Western Rosella, Elegant Parrot, Sacred 
Kingfisher, Rainbow Bee-eater, Welcome Swallow, Tree Martin, Australasian Pipit, 
Willy Wagtail, Jacky Winter, Grey Shrike-Thrush, Western and Yellow-rumped 
Thornbills, Weebill, Rufous Treecreeper, White-eared and Yellow-plumed Honeyeaters, 
Black-faced and Dusky Woodswallows and Grey Currawong.  There were also good 
numbers of Western Grey Kangaroos and a small, timid group of highly localised 
Tammar Wallabies.   

We also paid a quick visit to the nearby 14 Mile Brook Nature Reserve where we were 
delighted to add an additional four species of birds.  A family group of Regent Parrots, a 
male Rufous Whistler, the diminutive Western Gerygone and a large flock of very active 
Varied Sittellas.  We then drove the short distance to Narrogin, where we spent the night.

In the morning we drove to Stirling Ranges National Park with various birding stops 
along the way.  The first new bird of the day was Silvereye, which was seen in the 
grounds of our motel.  While on the way to Lake Parkeyerring we came to a screeching 
halt in order to watch a pair of male White-winged Trillers, in trees along the roadside.
At Lake Parkeyerring we watched a large flock of Hoary-headed Grebes, taped in a 
splendid Pallid Cuckoo and found a couple of Spiny-cheeked Honeyeaters, which were at 
the extreme southern edge of their range.

In the Katanning area we added Emu, Yellow-billed Spoonbill, Brown Falcon, Black-
fronted Dotterel, Silver Gull, Yellow-throated Miner and Brown Songlark.  We also saw 
the introduced Red Fox.  As we were driving through the small town of Gnowangerup we 
spotted a small species of robin along the roadside.  A quick look in this area provided us 
with great looks at the stunning Red-capped Robin, once again, a bird at the extreme 
southern end of its range.  

We spent much of the afternoon birding in the Stirling Ranges National Park, where our 
main target species was the endemic and very shy Western Whipbird. However, try as we 
may our only sighting was of a single bird which flew across the road, just in front of the 
bus.  The Stirling Ranges National Park is a great birding area and we were not to be 
disappointed.  New birds for us included Chestnut Teal, Australasian Shoveler, Pink-
eared Duck, Red-capped Plover, Red-necked Stint, Slender-billed and White-tailed Black 
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Cockatoos, Shining Bronze-Cuckoo, Splendid Fairywren, Southern Emuwren, Brown-
headed, White-cheeked and Tawny-crowned Honeyeaters and Grey Butcherbird.

We then drove to Albany and between the showers we did some birding around the 
harbour, where we picked up Australian Pelican, Little Black Cormorant, White-faced 
Heron, Straw-necked Ibis, Black Swan, Australian Kite and Feral Pigeon.  Along the 
coast, at The Gap, we added Pacific Gull, Crested Tern and White-browed Scrubwren.

Today was the big day; we were to try for two of the most elusive birds in Australia, the 
Western Bristlebird and the almost impossible to see, Noisy Scrub-bird.  Fortunately, 
Frank O’Connor, our local guide, knows this area like the back of his hand and more 
importantly, he knows where there are working territories of these two birds.  As we 
drove from Albany to Cheynes Beach, new birds around the dams in the surrounding 
farmland, which were overflowing, from the almost constant rain that falls in the Albany 
area, included Great Egret, Australian White Ibis, Hardhead and Musk Duck.  On our 
arrival at Cheynes Beach, we set about looking for the Noisy Scrub-bird.  Frank 
positioned the group at the intersection of two wide tracks and assured us that the Noisy 
Scrub-bird would cross one of these two tracks, all we had to do, was observe it as it ran 
across the track.  Frank was spot on!  After a short period of straining our eyes down the 
tracks, a bird half ran and half flew across the narrower of the two tracks.  It was a Noisy 
Scrub-bird, we were elated.  Later in the day, the bird crossed the same track but this 
time, much closer to the bus.  Unfortunately, just before it did so, Barbara spotted a Fan-
tailed Cuckoo, a new bird for the trip, fly into a nearby tree.  As most of us were 
watching the cuckoo, the scrub-bird ran across the track.  Thanks Barb!   

A short time later Frank took us to the territory of a Western Bristlebird and with judicial 
use of a tape of the birds call, we were able to actually observe this seldom seen species, 
as it preened on some low dead branches.  Well done Frank.  We could now devote our 
time to looking for other birds in this picturesque coastal setting.  An Osprey perched in a 
nearby tree, a Swamp Harrier quartered the heathland, a Brown Quail was coaxed out of 
the undergrowth, Brush Bronzewings were commonplace and two southwest endemics 
the Red-winged Fairywren and the Red-eared Firetail, both showed very well.  Along the 
beach we enjoyed good looks at Sooty Oystercatcher and Caspian Tern.

We then spent the afternoon birding at a few areas close to Albany, between rain squalls. 
At the mouth of the Kalgan River, new birds found included Pied Oystercatcher, 
Common Greenshank and Grey-tailed Tattler.  At the mouth of the King River we added 
Great Cormorant.  At Lake Seppings, we added Blue-billed Duck, Dusky Moorhen and 
Australian Purple Swamphen.  Here we also enjoyed great looks at a Southern Brown 
Bandicoot, which are not normally active in daylight hours.  A walk along Middleton 
Beach produced our first Pied Cormorant.  A quick stop at the Blowholes, along the coast 
added Indian Yellow-nosed Albatross, Flesh-footed Shearwater and Australasian Gannet. 

The following day we visited an extensive area of mallee at Boxwood Hill.  Here we 
were hoping to get a better look at the elusive Western Whipbird.  Following a good deal 
of tape playback, we heard a bird responding along a dry creek bed, surrounded by dense 
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mallee.  After a great deal of searching we enjoyed superb views of an immature bird, 
which was accompanied by a much shier adult bird.  While searching for the Bristlebird 
we also found a number of new birds for our ever growing list.  These included      
Horsfield’s Bronze-Cuckoo, Shy Heathwren, Southern Scrub-robin, White-browed 
Babbler and the very localised Purple-gaped Honeyeater.  

In the afternoon we returned to the Stirling Ranges National Park, were we saw a 
Peregrine Falcon flying overhead, a rather lonely Hooded Plover, a tail shimmering 
Restless Flycatcher, a superb male Scarlet Robin and a Rufous Fieldwren, which sat on 
the top of a bush and sang to us.  On our drive back to Albany, we enjoyed good looks at 
a Little Grassbird, who responded well to tape playback.

We had seen the three ultra skulkers very well and all the hoped for southwestern 
endemics.  So it was with high spirits that we left Albany and the rain behind, and headed 
for Perth.  There was still one more southwestern endemic that we needed, the Western 
Corella.  So we made a stop during the drive at Rocky Gully, where we saw Western 
Corellas very well indeed.  While watching them we heard a Rufous Songlark call and we 
were able to track one down and have a good look at it.  

We then drove to the coast south of Perth, where we birded at a number of wetland areas. 
The first was Australind Estuary where new birds came thick and fast; we saw Australian 
Darter, Little Egret, Whistling Kite, White-bellied Sea-Eagle and Fairy Tern.  A quick 
stop at Lake Preston produced super looks at a flying Square-tailed Kite, one of 
Australia’s rarest species of raptors.  A stop at Halls Head added Wedge-tailed 
Shearwater and a few wintering Common Terns.  Our final birding stop was at Peel Inlet 
where we found a small but good selection of waders.  These included Australian 
breeding birds such as Pied Stilt and Red-necked Avocet, together with northern 
Palearctic winter visitors which included Grey Plover, Bar-tailed Godwit, Great Knot and 
Sharp-tailed and Curlew Sandpipers.  We then spent the night at a motel in Manduraha.  

Early the following morning, while still in the Manduraha area we added a small flock of 
Banded Lapwings and the introduced Spotted Dove.  We then drove to an extensive area 
of dry forest, where our main target species were Painted Buttonquail and Crested Shrike-
tit.  Following a great deal of searching we managed to find both species, as well as a 
solitary Australian Hobby.  We then drove to Northam which is home to the only feral 
population of Mute Swans in Australia.  There was a motorbike festival on at the time 
and in between the motorbikes we managed to find a couple of Mute Swans and a few 
Australian Reed-Warblers.  From Northam, we drove to Perth were we did some birding 
at Herdsman Lake and Lake Monger.  We enjoyed watching Great Crested Grebes 
carrying young birds on their backs and other new birds included Rufous Night-Heron 
and a splendid Buff-banded Rail.  We then drove back to our motel in Perth, where we 
met up with Jock, Marion and Karen Rose and sadly, said goodbye to Frank O’Connor, 
who had done a wonderful job for us on the mainland.  Frank was a paying client on the 
Indian Ocean section of the tour, but unfortunately due to Frank’s back injury, which he 
sustained just prior to the start of the tour, he was unable to continue on the tour.
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Most of the following day was taken up with the flight to the Cocos Keeling Islands, via 
Christmas Island.  The mainland section of the tour had been very successful and we 
were hoping that our visit to the little-known Indian Ocean islands of Cocos Keeling and 
Christmas Islands would be equally successful.  These small, remote and almost forgotten 
islands harbour a number of endemic and near-endemic birds, which cannot be found 
elsewhere on Australian territory.  

The Cocos Keeling Islands are a tropical paradise, but for us they were much more.  Here 
we would be searching for four species of birds that occur nowhere else on Australian 
soil.  They are Western Reef-Egret, Green Junglefowl, White-breasted Waterhen and 
Saunders Tern and we had three and a half days to find them.  We spent the first day 
birding on West Island and new birds for the tour included three of the four specialities 
we were particularly looking for.  Small numbers of Western Reef-Egrets, mainly 
immatures, were present amongst the many Eastern Reef-Egrets, which was also a new 
bird for us.  Very attractive White Terns proved commonplace flying overhead and large 
flocks of Red-footed Boobies and Brown Noddies were feeding offshore.  Small numbers 
of feral Red Junglefowl were also observed, along with much larger numbers of the 
introduced Green Junglefowl.  We also enjoyed very good looks at the secretive but 
attractive White-breasted Waterhen.  

We had seen three of the four specialities on our first day in the Cocos Keeling Islands 
and the following day we set about finding the fourth.  We all enjoyed a wonderful day 
messing around in boats.  We divided ourselves amongst five modern outrigger canoes 
with outboard motors on them.  It was great fun; we traveled from West Island to South 
Island, crossing a large lagoon of clear blue water.  On reaching South Island, we 
continued on foot to some nearby sandbanks where a good number and variety of waders 
were feeding.  New waders for the tour included a couple of Pacific Golden-Plovers, 20 
or so Greater Sandplovers, a dozen Ruddy Turnstones and a solitary Sanderling.  We 
were able to get quite close to them and have a good look at them.  On a small, isolated 
sandbank we then found our main quarry, the diminutive Saunder’s Tern.  There were 11 
birds together, most were roosting on the sandbank but some were actively fishing.  The 
Saunders’ Tern is little known and very uncommon.  Numbers of this species are largely 
unknown, given the considerable difficulties in identifying this species from the Little 
Tern.  They breed mainly along the coast of the Red Sea and the Persian Gulf and winter 
mainly along the coast of the Red Sea and East Africa.  There is a small, isolated 
wintering population along the coast of peninsular Malaysia.  The Saunders’ Tern has 
only recently been discovered wintering on the Cocos Keeling Islands, so it was a great 
treat to find them.  Returning to West Island, we drove back to our motel, on the way, we 
enjoyed good looks at a couple of Brown Boobies, flying close inshore.  

With all four Cocos Keeling specialities in the bag and all of the resident birds seen, we 
decided to spend the following day, looking for vagrants on nearby Home Island.  We 
spent much of the day walking around the island looking for new birds for the tour.  The 
morning proved uneventful but the afternoon was quite the opposite.  The first new bird 
we found was a wintering Common Sandpiper.  This was followed quickly by a Lesser 
Frigatebird, flying overhead.  Then it really became exciting.  While having a rest, Jock 
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spotted a Blue Rock-Thrush perched on top of a piece of machinery.  A mad scramble 
then ensued as we searched hither and thither in an attempt to relocate this very rare 
vagrant.  We did manage to relocate it and every member of the group managed to see the 
bird very well indeed.  We then heard that another Australian birding group had observed 
a very flighty Asian Koel in the grounds of the Big House.  A mad dash back to the Big 
House then followed, where most members of the tour managed to get flight views of this 
very uncommon vagrant.  

We had the first part of the following morning to look for birds on West Island before 
taking the flight to Christmas Island.  Following a little detective work we managed to 
find the Bechet Besar Swamp, which in the local language, means `big puddle`!  Here we 
were able to enjoy good scope views of a pair of Pintail Snipe, a bird that was new to 
Australia, for most of the group.  Later in the morning we went back to the airstrip, were 
one of the marsh terns had been reported hawking for insects over the airstrip.  We 
managed to enjoy very good looks at the bird and were able to positively identify it as an 
adult White-winged Black Tern, in non-breeding plumage.  We then took the flight to 
Christmas Island and settled in at our very comfortable apartments, for a seven nights 
stay.  A little birding around the Settlement, close to our lodge produced most of the birds 
that can be found on Christmas Island.  They included White-tailed Tropicbird, most of 
which bore the golden apricot suffusion of birds known as `Golden Bosunbirds`, which 
are a colour morph of the White-tailed Tropicbird and only occur on Christmas Island. 
Both Christmas Island and Great Frigatebirds constantly circled overhead, Christmas 
Island Imperial-Pigeons were commonly observed, rather tame Emerald Doves walked 
along the roadside, Linchi Swiftlets crowded the skies and Island Thrush, Christmas 
Island White-eye and Eurasian Tree Sparrow were commonplace around the settlement. 
The only obvious migrants on show were a small flock of Barn Swallows which hawked 
for insects around the apartment buildings at Flying Fish Cove.   

Early the following morning we watched Java Sparrows coming into a feeder, just 
opposite our lodge.  We then went down to the dock, where the phosphate is loaded onto 
the ships.  Here we were checking to see if there was anything unusual amongst the 
roosting flock of Brown Noddies.  Suddenly, an immature Variable Goshawk appeared 
from nowhere, grabbed a hapless Brown Noddy and began to pluck it.  We saw this 
happen a second time, later in the week.  Later in the day we enjoyed birding from the 
lookout point at Margaret Knoll where we saw a couple of Abbott’s Boobies fly 
overhead.  Chris flushed a Striated Heron at the small cove beyond the resort complex. 
We also watched a few Christmas Island Flying-Foxes flying above our heads.  We could 
not avoid experiencing the remarkable mass crab migration of Red Crabs, the most 
amazing crab spectacle on earth.  This also produced some rather erratic driving, as we 
weaved our way in and out of the crabs in the road!  Unfortunately, some of the locals are 
not as careful drivers as we were and many Red Crabs are killed during their annual 
migration.  The squashed crabs did not go to waste, we watched many live Red Crabs 
feeding on them, along with all the Red Junglefowl on the island, as well as several Feral 
Cats, which are an increasing problem on the island.
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The following day we enjoyed watching a pair of Red-tailed Tropicbirds flying overhead 
and much later in the day we enjoyed watching a pod of Spinner Dolphins loafing just 
offshore.  Suddenly, some of the dolphins began leaping completely out of the water and 
spinning around as they did so, hence the name, Spinner Dolphin.  Following dinner we 
drove to the golf course where we enjoyed brilliant looks at a couple of very well 
developed young Christmas Island Hawk-Owls.  This was a real treat, as it is a very 
endangered species.  

Having now seen all the resident species of birds on Christmas Island we tried in vain to 
find any vagrant birds that were on the island.  However, we did add two species of 
mammals the endemic and very endangered Murray’s Pipistrelle and unfortunately, the 
all too common introduced Black Rat.     

SYSTEMATIC LIST

DROMAIIDAE
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Emu  Dromaius novaehollandiae  Small numbers present throughout southwestern 
Western Australia.                                               

PODICIPEDIDAE
Australasian Grebe  Tachybaptus novaehollandiae  Small numbers scattered throughout 

southwestern Western Australia.                                      
Hoary-headed Grebe  Poliocephalus poliocephalus  Small flocks seen well on a number 

of occasions in southwestern Western Australia.                                         
Great Crested Grebe  Podiceps cristatus  Super looks at this uncommon species at both 

Herdsman Lake and Lake Monger, in Perth.  It was terrific to observe very young 
chicks sitting on the backs of the parent birds, as the adults swam around. 

DIOMEDEIDAE
Indian Yellow-nosed Albatross  Thalassarche bassi  One bird seen very well by Chris, 

close inshore at the Blowholes, close to Albany.                                              

PROCELLARIIDAE
Flesh-footed Shearwater  Puffinus carneipes  Small numbers seen offshore at both The 

Gap and at the Blowholes, not far from Albany.                                                
Wedge-tailed Shearwater  Puffinus pacificus  Small numbers were seen well, just 

offshore from Halls Head, close to Manduraha.                                                

PHAETHONTIDAE
Red-tailed Tropicbird  Phaethon rubricauda  By far the least common of the two 

s species of tropicbirds that occur on Christmas Island.  We only saw a couple of 
pairs of this attractive species.  Both sightings occurred not far from our lodge, at 
Rocky Point.  This species mainly occurs in the northeast part of Christmas 
Island, where it nests on the sea cliffs.                                                     

White-tailed Tropicbird  Phaethon lepturus  Some members of the group saw a solitary 
bird in flight, flying over the airstrip on West Island, in the Cocos Keeling 
Islands.  It was common and widespread throughout Christmas Island, the 
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intensity of the golden apricot suffusion varies from bird to bird.  We saw some 
really beautiful ones.  Only Christmas Island birds have the golden apricot 
suffusion.  This bird was voted bird of the trip by tour participants. 

PELECANIDAE
Australian Pelican  Pelecanus conspicillatus  Small numbers present at a number of 

coastal wetland areas, in the Albany area.                                            

SULIDAE
Australasian Gannet  Morus serrator  Seen very well by Chris, close inshore at the  

Blowholes, close to Albany.                                              
Abbott's Booby  Sula abbotti  Endemic to Christmas Island, it is by far the least common 

of the three species of boobies which occur on the island.  The birds nest in tall 
trees scattered throughout the central plateau.  We observed birds flying over 
mature forest from the lookout at Margaret Knoll and thanks to terrific spotting by 
Frank, we observed a bird roosting in a tree at Drumsite, not far from the 
Settlement.  This species is classified as `critical` in Threatened Birds of the 
World.  It has an estimated population of 5,000 birds and is declining.  This 
species only breeds on Christmas Island which is a relatively small island with 
limited available habitat.  During 1965-1987, phosphate extraction resulted in the 
destruction of approximately one third of all nesting habitat.  This species is also 
susceptible to cyclones; in 1988, a cyclone destroyed a third of all fledglings and 
nest-sites.  

                                                     
Red-footed Booby  Sula sula  Good numbers observed feeding offshore in the Cocos 

Keeling Islands.  On Christmas Island it is common and conspicuous throughout 
the entire island, much breeding was in evidence during our stay. 
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Brown Booby  Sula leucogaster  Common and widespread throughout both the Cocos 
Keeling Islands and Christmas Island, it appears to be more common in areas with 
rocky coastlines.                              

PHALACROCORACIDAE
Great Cormorant  Phalacrocorax carbo  Small numbers present in wetland areas of 

southwestern Western Australia.            
Little Black Cormorant  Phalacrocorax sulcirostris  Small numbers present in wetland

areas of southwestern Western Australia.                                     
Pied Cormorant  Phalacrocorax varius  Once again small numbers present in wetland 

areas of southwestern Western Australia.                                           
Little Pied Cormorant  Phalacrocorax melanoleucus  Common in all wetland areas 

throughout southwestern Western Australia.                                      

ANHINGIDAE
Australian Darter  Anhinga novaehollandiae  Good numbers present in wetland areas to 

the south of Perth.  

FREGATIDAE                                        
Christmas Island Frigatebird  Fregata andrewsi  Endemic to Christmas Island, where 

it is common and widespread throughout the island, particularly so in the 
northeast.  It was an amazing spectical to watch large numbers of both Christmas 
Island and Great Frigatebirds swooping down to the ground and drinking 
freshwater from a large puddle of water, which had been recently created, by 
heavy rain.  This species is classified as `critical` in Threatened Birds of the 
World.  It has an estimated world population of 3,200 birds and is declining.  
Approximately two thirds of all nests are located in a single colony, this makes 
this species extremely vulnerable to cyclones or forest-fire. 

Great Frigatebird  Fregata minor  Large numbers of this species were present 
throughout Christmas Island, many breeding pairs were observed. 

Lesser Frigatebird  Fregata ariel  One individual seen well flying over Home Island, 
followed by a second sighting over West Island, during our time in the Cocos 
Keeling Islands.                                                   

ARDEIDAE
Great Egret  Ardea alba  A few scattered sightings throughout the wetlands of

southwestern Western Australia.                                                    
White-faced Heron  Egretta novaehollandiae  Small numbers present in most wetland 

areas of southwestern Western Australia.  There were also small numbers present 
on Christmas Island.                                             

Little Egret  Egretta garzetta  A couple of birds were observed in the Australind 
Estuary, near Manduraha, to the south of Perth.                                        

Pacific Reef-Heron  Egretta sacra  Large numbers of both colour morphs were observed 
on the Cocos Keeling Islands, with smaller numbers of both colour morphs 
observed on Christmas Island.                            
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Western Reef-Heron  Egretta gularis  Small numbers were present amongst the much 
commoner Pacific Reef-Herons on the West Island, of the Cocos Keeling Islands. 
Most of the birds were immatures; however, we did see one adult. 

Striated Heron  Butorides striata  A solitary bird was flushed from cover by Chris at the 
small cove beyond the resort complex.  This species is a rare visitor to Christmas 
Island, but it appears that one bird has taken up residency in the small cove 
beyond the resort complex, as it is now regularly reported from this area.   

Rufous Night-Heron  Nycticorax caledonicus  Small numbers present at Herdsman 
Lake, in Perth.  It was very common on West Island, in the Cocos Keeling 
Islands.                                      

THRESKIORNITHIDAE
Australian White Ibis  Threskiornis molucca  Small numbers present in most wetland 

areas of southwestern Western Australia.                                                    
Straw-necked Ibis  Threskiornis spinicollis  Small flocks present in a few wetland areas 

in southwestern Western Australia.                                            
Yellow-billed Spoonbill  Platalea flavipes  Small numbers present in a number of 

wetland areas in southwestern Western Australia.                                                

ANATIDAE
Mute Swan  Cygnus olor  This species was introduced from Britain, only one small 

colony now survives.  On the Avon River, at Northam, not far from Perth.  We 
saw a couple of individuals in this area.                                        

Black Swan  Cygnus atratus  Small numbers present throughout most wetland areas of 
southwestern Western Australia.                                            

Australian Shelduck  Tadorna tadornoides  A common bird in farmland throughout 
southwestern Western Australia.                                      

Maned Duck  Chenonetta jubata  This species is also a common bird in farmland in
southwestern Western Australia. 

Grey Teal  Anas gracilis  Small numbers present at most wetland areas throughout 
southwestern Western Australia.                                      

Pacific Black Duck  Anas superciliosa  Good numbers present at most wetland areas 
throughout southwestern Western Australia.  Small numbers were also seen on 
West Island, in the Cocos Keeling Islands.                                     

Australasian Shoveler  Anas rhynchotis  Small numbers were observed in some wetland 
areas in southwestern Western Australia.                                      

Pink-eared Duck  Malacorhynchus membranaceus  This highly nomadic species was 
only observed on two occasions; a small flock was present on a large lake close to 
the Stirling Ranges National Park and a second small flock was observed at Lake 
Monger, in Perth.                                      

Hardhead  Aythya australis  Small numbers present at Lakes in Albany and Perth. 
Blue-billed Duck  Oxyura australis  Seen well at Lake Seppings, Herdsman Lake and

Lake Monger, in southwestern Western Australia. 
Musk Duck  Biziura lobata  Small numbers seen well in wetland areas at Albany and 

Perth.                                                    
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PANDIONIDAE
Osprey  Pandion haliaetus  One bird seen well at Cheynes Beach, close to Albany, 

followed by a second sighting of a solitary bird at the Australind Estuary, close to 
Manduraha.                                             

ACCIPITRIDAE
Square-tailed Kite  Lophoictinia isura  This is one of Australia’s rarest birds of prey and 

southwestern Western Australia is the stronghold of this species.  The fact that we 
only saw one bird during a week birding here, gives you an idea of how 
uncommon this species really is.  We enjoyed prolonged and very close looks at a 
solitary bird flying over forest, just above treetop level, along the edge of Lake 
Preston, close to Manduraha.                                                

Australian Kite  Elanus axillaris  Only seen on one occasion, a solitary bird was 
observed in Albany Harbour.                                            

Whistling Kite  Haliastur sphenurus  Small numbers present throughout southwestern 
Western Australia.                                        

White-bellied Sea-Eagle  Haliaeetus leucogaster  A pair of birds was observed very 
well in the Australind Estuary, near Manduraha.                                         

Swamp Harrier  Circus approximans  Several good sightings throughout southwestern 
Western Australia.                                             

Variable Goshawk  Accipiter hiogaster  While on Christmas Island we observed an 
immature bird take a Brown Noddy on two different mornings, at the Settlement.  
We also observed an adult bird perched in a tree at the nursery. 

Brown Goshawk  Accipiter fasciatus  A solitary bird flew overhead while we were 
birding in Dryandra State Forest.                                      

Wedge-tailed Eagle  Aquila audax  We enjoyed almost daily sightings of this 
spectacular eagle, the largest of the Aquila eagles, during our time in southwestern 
Western Australia.                                      

Little Eagle  Aquila morphnoides  This uncommon species of raptor was observed on 
two separate occasions.  The first was at the Gleneagle Rest area, where it showed 
very well and we enjoyed a second sighting in the Stirling Ranges National Park. 

FALCONIDAE
Australian Kestrel  Falco cenchroides  Commonly encountered in southwestern 

Western Australia and it was even more common on Christmas Island, where it 
was not uncommon to find flocks of 10 or more birds, close to the airport. 

Australian Hobby  Falco longipennis  A solitary bird flew overhead on a couple of 
occasions while we were searching for Painted Buttonquail at Collins Rd, off 
Brookton Highway, not far from Perth.                             

Brown Falcon  Falco berigora  One seen close to Katanning and a second bird seen in 
the Stirling Ranges National Park.                                                 

Peregrine Falcon  Falco peregrinus  A single bird seen very well in flight, on one 
occasion in the Stirling Ranges National Park.                                      

PHASIANIDAE
Brown Quail  Coturnix ypsilophora  Stunning close views of this attractive species, were 
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very much enjoyed by the whole group, at Cheynes Beach Caravan Park, when a 
bird responded very well to tape playback.                                             

Red Junglefowl  Gallus gallus  Small numbers observed on West, South and Home 
Islands, in the Cocos Keeling Islands, followed by much larger numbers on 
Christmas Island.  These birds are the descendants of feral chickens, however, 
some of the Christmas Island birds resemble the Red Junglefowl, the ancestral 
form of all feral chickens.                              

Green Junglefowl  Gallus varius Introduced to the Cocos Keeling Islands by the 
Clunies-Ross family, over a century ago.  They normally only occur in Asia.  
There is now a very large population present on West Island.                            

TURNICIDAE
Painted Buttonquail  Turnix varia  Following a great deal of searching we managed to 

flush the same pair of birds on a couple of occasions in dry woodland in Collins 
Road, off Brookton Highway, not far from Perth. 

RALLIDAE                            
Buff-banded Rail  Gallirallus philippensis  One bird seen very well at Herdsman Lake, 

in Perth.                                      
White-breasted Waterhen  Amaurornis phoenicurus  Observed daily on West Island, in 

the Cocos Keeling Islands.  We particularly enjoyed watching this bird as we 
thought it was a very striking species.                             

Australian Purple Swamphen  Porphyrio porphyrio  Small numbers observed at Lake 
Seppings, Herdsman Lake and Lake Monger, in southwestern Western Australia.

Dusky Moorhen  Gallinula tenebrosa  Small numbers observed at Lake Seppings, 
Herdsman Lake and Lake Monger, in southwestern Western Australia., 

Eurasian Coot  Fulica atra  Good numbers present throughout most wetland areas in 
southwestern Western Australia.                                      

HAEMATOPODIDAE
Pied Oystercatcher  Haematopus longirostris  Seen well at the mouth of the Kalgan 

River, at Albany and again at the Australind Estuary, close to Manduraha. 
Sooty Oystercatcher  Haematopus fuliginosus  Only observed on one occasion, a small 

group were observed along the shore at Cheynes Beach, near Albany. 

RECURVIROSTRIDAE
Pied Stilt  Himantopus leucocephalus  Small numbers present at a few wetland areas in 

southwestern Western Australia. 
Red-necked Avocet  Recurvirostra novaehollandiae  A small flock was seen very well at 

Peel Inlet, close to Manduraha.                                                

BURHINIDAE
Bush Thick-knee  Burhinus grallarius  A family group were observed very well during  

daylight hours, in Dryandra State Forest.                                      
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CHARADRIIDAE
Banded Lapwing  Vanellus tricolor  One small flock was seen very well close to 

Manduraha.                                                  
Pacific Golden-Plover  Pluvialis fulva  A fairly regular winter visitor to the Cocos 

Keeling Islands, where we saw two birds on South Island. 
Grey Plover  Pluvialis squatarola  A couple of birds were observed at Peel Inlet, close to 

Manduraha, followed by a second sighting of a couple of birds present on South 
Island, in the Cocos Keeling Islands.                                               

Red-capped Plover  Charadrius ruficapillus  Small numbers present on a number of 
wetlands in southwestern Western Australia. 

Greater Sandplover  Charadrius leschenaultii  A dozen or so were wintering on South 
Island, in the Cocos Keeling Islands.                                                  

Hooded Plover  Thinornis cucullatus  We scoped a single bird on a large saline lake 
in the Stirling Ranges National Park.                                        

Black-fronted Dotterel  Elseyornis melanops  Small numbers were observed at a couple 
of wetland areas in southwestern Western Australia.                                      

SCOLOPACIDAE                                                
Pintail Snipe  Gallinago stenura  It was much harder to find the Bechet Besar Swamp, 

than it was to find the Pintail Snipe, once we got there.  We very much enjoyed 
good scope views of a pair of birds, right out in the open, probing in the mud with 
their long bills.  A very uncommon bird anywhere in Australian territory, we were 
very pleased to see it on West Island, in the Cocos Keeling Islands. 

Bar-tailed Godwit  Limosa lapponica  A few birds present at Peel Inlet, close to 
Manduraha, followed by a second sighting of a couple of birds on South Island, in 
the Cocos Keeling Islands.                                                

Common Greenshank  Tringa nebularia  Seen at the mouth of the Kalgan River, at 
Albany, at Peel Inlet near Manduraha and at Bechet Besar Swamp on West Island, 
in the Cocos Keeling Islands.                                          

Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos  A solitary bird was observed on the beach at 
Home Island, in the Cocos Keeling Islands and then recorded almost daily in 
small numbers at Flying Fish Cove, on Christmas Island. 

Grey-tailed Tattler  Heterosceles brevipes  Observed on three separate occasions; at the 
mouth of the Kalgan River, at Albany, at North Lagoon, on West Island and on 
sandbanks at South Island, in the Cocos Keeling Islands. 

Ruddy Turnstone  Arenaria interpres  Up to a dozen birds present on South Island, in 
the Cocos Keeling Islands.                                                  

Great Knot  Calidris tenuirostris  Three of these birds were present amongst the wader 
flock at  Peel Inlet, close to Manduraha.                                                  

Sanderling  Calidris alba  A solitary bird was present amongst the flock of waders on 
South Island, in the Cocos Keeling Islands.                                                  

Red-necked Stint  Calidris ruficollis  Small numbers observed amongst wader flocks on 
three separate occasions.  Firstly, on a large lake close to the Stirling Ranges 
National Park, secondly, at Peel Inlet, near Manduraha and thirdly, on the 
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sandbanks on South Island, in the Cocos Keeling Islands.                                        
Sharp-tailed Sandpiper  Calidris acuminata   Up to a dozen birds were present in a 

small saltmarsh at Peel Inlet, close to Manduraha.                                                
Curlew Sandpiper  Calidris ferruginea  A few birds were present amongst the wader 

flock at Peel Inlet, close to Manduraha.                                                

LARIDAE
Pacific Gull  Larus pacificus  Common along the coast of southwestern Western 

Australia.                                                                            
Silver Gull  Larus novaehollandiae  Abundant along the coast of southwestern Western 

Australia.                                                                                      

STERNIDAE
Caspian Tern  Sterna caspia  Seen well at Cheynes Beach, near Albany and again, at 

Australind Estuary, near Manduraha.                                              
Crested Tern  Sterna bergii  Commonly encountered along the coast of southwestern 

Western Australia.                                                                            
Common Tern  Sterna hirundo  An uncommon winter visitor, a few birds were seen 

along the shoreline at Halls Head, close to Manduraha. 
Saunders' Tern  Sterna saundersi  This small species of tern has only recently been 

added to the Australian birdlist.  It is now known that a small number of birds 
winter on South Island, in the Cocos Keeling Islands and nowhere else on 
Australian soil.  One of the highlights of the tour was to observe 11 birds of this 
species roosting on sandbanks, on South Island, in the Cocos Keeling Islands.  
Just getting to South Island was half the fun!                                                       

Fairy Tern  Sterna nereis  Small numbers were present at Australind Estuary, close to 
Manduraha.                                        

White-winged Black Tern  Chlidonias leucopterus  An adult bird in non-breeding 
plumage was seen very well hawking over the airstrip on West Island, in the 
Cocos Keeling Islands.  This is the first record of this species from the Cocos 
Keeling Islands.                            

Brown Noddy  Anous stolidus  Common and conspicuous throughout the Cocos Keeling 
Islands and Christmas Island.                           
White Tern  Gygis alba  This very beautiful species proved to be a common 
breeding bird throughout the Cocos Keeling Islands.                            

COLUMBIDAE
Feral Pigeon  Columba livia  This introduced species was common throughout towns 

and cities in southwestern Western Australia. 
Spotted Dove  Streptopelia chinensis  Another introduced species; one of the places it 

was introduced is Perth, where we saw a few.                                                  

Laughing Dove  Streptopelia senegalensis  Yet another introduced species; it has only 
been introduced to Perth, where it has become very common.  Unfortunately, it is 
now spreading to areas beyond Perth.                                                         
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Emerald Dove  Chalcophaps indica  A common and unusually tame bird throughout 
forested areas of Christmas Island.                                               

Common Bronzewing  Phaps chalcoptera  Seen daily in southwestern Western 
Australia.                                                                            

Brush Bronzewing  Phaps elegans  This far less common species of bronzewing is an 
uncommon bird of coastal heathlands.  It proved to be very common and 
unusually tame at Cheynes Beach, not far from Albany. 

Crested Pigeon  Geophaps lophotes  Common and widespread throughout southwestern 
Western Australia.  Even so, it is a very beautiful bird. 

Christmas Island Imperial-Pigeon  Ducula whartoni  Endemic to Christmas Island, 
where it is a very common bird, which we saw very well on many occasions.  
This species is classified as `critical` in Threatened Birds of the World.  It has an 
estimated population of 1,000 birds and is declining.  It is listed as critical because 
this species is restricted to one small island location, where it is susceptible to 
cyclones and forest-fires.                                                    

CACATUIDAE
Carnaby’s Black-Cockatoo  Calyptorhynchus latirostris  A few small flocks seen well 

in southwestern Western Australia.  This species is classified as `endangered` in 
Threatened Birds of the World.  It has an estimated population of 60,000 and is 
declining.  The main threat to this species is the clearing of native forest for 
agriculture.  Between the 1970s and 1990s the species has disappeared from over 
one third of its range and suffered a population decline of over 50% in the last 45 
years (three generations).  This decline is expected to continue. 

Baudin’s Black-Cockatoo  Calyptorhynchus baudinii  A few small flocks were seen 
very well in a number of areas throughout southwestern Western Australia. 

Galah  Eolophus roseicapillus  This common species of cockatoo was observed daily 
throughout southwestern Western Australia. Although common, it is a very 
beautiful bird.                                   

Little Corella  Cacatua sanguinea  Feral populations, presumably from escaped cage 
birds, now occur in Perth, where we saw a few.                                     

Western Corella  Cacatua pastinator  A small flock of this uncommon southwestern 
endemic was seen at very close range at Rocky Gully, in the southwest. 

PSITTACIDAE
Rainbow Lorikeet  Trichoglossus haematodus  This species was observed on a couple of 

occasions in Perth, where birds from the east coast have been introduced. 
Purple-crowned Lorikeet  Glossopsitta porphyrocephala  Good numbers present 

throughout southwestern Western Australia, we even managed to see some 
perched in the scope.                                      

Red-capped Parrot  Purpureicephalus spurius  This beautiful southwest endemic was 
seen daily, feeding on grain along the edge of the road, which had been spilt by 
grain haulage trucks.                                   

Australian Ringneck  Barnardius zonarius  Seen almost daily in southwestern Western
Australia.                                    

Western Rosella  Platycercus icterotis  Another beautiful southwest endemic which we 
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saw almost daily, feeding on grain along the edge of the road, which had been 
split by grain haulage trucks.                                      

 Elegant Parrot  Neophema elegans  We saw unusually large numbers of this very 
attractive species of grass parrot, during our time in southwestern Western 
Australia.                                      

 Regent Parrot  Polytelis anthopeplus  Yet another attractive species of parrot, which we 
saw well on a few occasions, during our time in southwestern Western Australia. 

CUCULIDAE
Pallid Cuckoo  Cuculus pallidus  A single bird observed very well indeed, when it 

responded well to tape playback at Lake Parkeyerring, on our way to Albany.  
The Pallid Cuckoo is an uncommon summer visitor to this area. 

Fan-tailed Cuckoo  Cacomantis flabelliformis  We enjoyed two sightings of this 
attractive species during our time at Cheynes Beach, near Albany. 

Horsfield's Bronze-Cuckoo  Chrysococcyx basalis  A single bird was attracted 
amazingly well by tape playback in dense mallee on the Monjetup Road, at 
Boxwood Hill.                       

Shining Bronze-Cuckoo  Chrysococcyx lucidus  Once again, a single bird was attracted 
by tape playback, while we were birding in the Stirling Ranges National Park. 

Asian Koel  Eudynamys scolopacea  Only one record of Asian Koel has ever been 
submitted to the Australian Rarities Committee, although a few sightings have 
been claimed from Christmas Island.  The bird we saw briefly in flight on Home 
Island, in the Cocos Keeling Islands, was undoubtedly this species. 

STRIGIDAE
Christmas Island Hawk-Owl  Ninox natalis  We were very fortunate to enjoy splendid 

looks at a pair of immature Christmas Island Hawk-Owls, at the golf course.  We 
saw them at very close quarters in the spotlight.  We did not even need to use tape 
playback.  This was without doubt one of the highlights of the tour.  This species 
is classified as `critical` in Threatened Birds of the World.  It is estimated that it is 
has a population of 1,200 birds and is declining.  The main threat to this species is 
forest clearance, for proposed new phosphate mining sites.  This species would be
extremely vulnerable to any new mining ventures because it is restricted in 
distribution to just one small island.                                                   

APODIDAE
Linchi Swiftlet  Aerodramus linchi  Common and widespread throughout the whole of 

Christmas Island.                                               

ALCEDINIDAE
Laughing Kookaburra  Dacelo novaeguineae  Seen daily in southwestern Western 

Australia, this species has been introduced from the east coast of Australia. 

Sacred Kingfisher  Todirhamphus sanctus  A summer visitor to southwestern Western 
Australia, where we saw it almost daily.                                      
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MEROPIDAE
Rainbow Bee-eater  Merops ornatus  Another summer visitor to southwestern Western 

Australia, which we saw well on several occasions.                                      

ATRICHOMITHIDAE
Noisy Scrub-bird  Atrichornis clamosus  Without doubt, this is the most difficult bird in 

the whole world to see!  However, we staked out a breeding territory and thanks 
to Frank’s  unparalleled knowledge of this area, we managed to watch an 
individual half fly and half run across a track, during our time at Cheynes Beach.  
This bird is classified as `vulnerable` in Threatened Birds of the World.  It is 
estimated that the population is approximately 1,500 and rising.  The 
disappearance of this species from most of its former range has been attributed to 
changes in fire regime, following the destruction of Aboriginal fire management 
before the 1880s.  Frequent burning of swamps by Europeans to make them more 
suitable for cattle grazing, as well as the drainage of swamps for agriculture, had a 
devastating effect on this species.  By 1976 only one small, remnant population 
survived.  Ongoing and effective conservation management since the 1970s has 
gradually increased the numbers of this species and successful reintroductions to 
areas where this species once occurred, now means that this species is no longer 
endangered.  There are now six separate areas where this species occurs.  The 
major threat to the Noisy Scrub-bird is still bushfires. 

HIRUNDINIDAE
Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica  This species is a regular winter visitor and passage 

migrant to Christmas Island.  A small flock of approximately 10 or so birds could 
be found flying around the apartment blocks, at Flying Fish Cove. 

Welcome Swallow  Hirundo neoxena  Seen daily, in southwestern Western Australia. 
Tree Martin  Hirundo nigricans  Also seen daily, in southwestern Western Australia, 

where it was much commoner than the Welcome Swallow.                                     

MOTACHILLIDAE
Australasian Pipit  Anthus novaeseelandiae  This common and widespread species was 

observed on a daily basis, during our time in southwestern Western Australia. 

CAMPEPHAGIDAE
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike  Coracina novaehollandiae  This species was also recorded 

daily throughout southwestern Western Australia.                                         
White-winged Triller  Lalage tricolor  An uncommon visitor to southwestern Western 

Australia, a pair of adult males was observed very well in roadside trees, close to 
the small town of Narrogin.                                                  

TURDIDAE
Blue Rock-Thrush  Monticola solitarius  By far the most exciting find of the tour was an 

adult Blue Rock-Thrush, of the race philippensis, with distinctive chestnut 
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underparts.  While birding on Home Island, in the Cocos Keeling Islands, Jock 
found the bird and thanks to him, we all managed to see this very rare vagrant to 
Australia.  This is only the second record for Australia; the first bird was seen in 
southern Queensland in 1997 and was also of the race philippensis.  

Island Thrush  Turdus poliocephalus  A very common bird of forested areas throughout 
Christmas Island, which we saw daily.                                                 

SYLVIIDAE
Australian Reed-Warbler  Acrocephalus australis  A fairly common summer breeding 

visitor to southwestern Western Australia.  We saw a few birds very well in 
reedbeds along the edge of the Avon River, at Northam, while searching for Mute 
Swan.                                       

Little Grassbird  Megalurus gramineus  This rather skulking species which occurs in 
dense reedbeds, responded well to tape playback at Mt. Baker, in southwestern 
Western Australia.                                                  

Brown Songlark  Cincloramphus cruralis  This species is also a fairly common summer 
breeding visitor to southwestern Western Australia.  We saw a pair of birds in 
farmland, close to the township of Kattanning.                                                  

Rufous Songlark  Cincloramphus mathewsi  Yet another fairly common summer 
breeding visitor to southwestern Western Australia.  We enjoyed watching a few 
birds in farmland at Rocky Gully, during the drive from Albany to Manduraha. 

RHIPIDURIDAE
Willie-wagtail  Rhipidura leucophrys  Friendly and conspicuous, we recorded it every 

day, during our time in southwestern Western Australia.                                       
Grey Fantail  Rhipidura fuliginosa  Also commonly encountered in southwestern 

Western Australia.                                    

MONARCHIDAE
Restless Flycatcher  Myiagra inquieta  Seen on only one occasion; we saw an individual 

very well in one of the caravan parks, in the Stirling Ranges National Park. 

PETROICIDAE
Jacky-winter  Microeca fascinans  A few birds were seen well in Dryandra State Forest, 

on the first day of the tour.  This bird was at the extreme southern edge of its 
range here. 

Scarlet Robin  Petroica multicolor  This stunning species of robin was observed on a 
few occasions in southwestern Western Australia.                                       

Red-capped Robin  Petroica goodenovii  We were very fortunate to observe a stunning 
male of this species, as we drove through the small township of Gnowangerup, in 
southwestern Western Australia.  Once again, this bird was at the extreme 
southern edge of its range.   

Western Yellow Robin  Eopsaltria griseigularis  This southwestern endemic was seen 
very well at the Gleneagle Rest Area and again in dry forest along Collins Road, 
off the Brookton Highway.                                          
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White-breasted Robin  Eopsaltria georgiana  We enjoyed a few good looks at this 
southwestern endemic.                                      

Southern Scrub-Robin  Drymodes brunneopygia  A bird responded very well to tape 
playback during our time birding in the mallee, along the Monjetup Road, at 
Boxwood Hill.                       

PACHYCEPHALIDAE
Crested Shrike-tit  Falcunculus frontatus  After a great deal of searching, we eventually 

found a Crested Shrike-tit in dry woodland along Collins Rd, off the Brookton 
Highway, in southwestern Western Australia. .                            

Golden Whistler  Pachycephala pectoralis  Several good looks in the forest of 
southwestern Western Australia.                                       

Rufous Whistler  Pachycephala rufiventris  Seen well at 14 mile Brook Nature Reserve
and in the Stirling Ranges National Park, in southwestern Western Australia. 

Grey Shrike-Thrush  Colluricincla harmonica  We enjoyed a few good sightings during 
our time in southwestern Western Australia.                                      

POMATOSTOMIDAE
White-browed Babbler  Pomatostomus superciliosus  A small flock of this species was

observed well in dense mallee, along the Monjetup Road, at Boxwood Hill, in 
southwestern Western Australia. 

. 
EUPETIDAE
Western Whipbird  Psophodes nigrogularis  One of the world’s most difficult birds to 

observe.  We were very fortunate to enjoy two sightings of this species.  On the 
first occasion, while in the Stirling Ranges National Park, a bird flew across the 
road just a few meters ahead of the bus, too close for most people in the bus to see 
it.  In dense mallee along the Monjetup Road, at Boxwood Hill, following a great 
deal of searching and judicious use of tape playback, we managed to track down 
and enjoy stunningly close looks at an adult bird which was accompanied by an 
immature bird.  It was interesting that the immature bird had not yet learned to be 
afraid of humans!                                        

MALURIDAE
Splendid Fairywren  Malurus splendens  Seen well on a few occasions during our time 

in southwestern Western Australia.                                       
Red-winged Fairywren  Malurus elegans  A pair of these southwest endemics was seen 

very well at Cheynes Beach, in southwestern Western Australia. 
Blue-breasted Fairywren  Malurus pulcherrimus  Another southwest endemic; we saw 

it very well in Dryandra State Forest and again in the Stirling Ranges National 
Park.                                      

Southern Emuwren  Stipiturus malachurus  These delightful birds performed well for us 
in the Stirling Ranges National Park and at Cheynes Beach, they were a real treat. 

ACANTHIZIDAE
Western Bristlebird  Dasyornis longirostris  The third member of the endemic 

southwestern, ultra skulkers.  Once again, following some searching and judicious 
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use of tape playback, we enjoyed brilliant looks at a bird calling and preening in a 
nearby, dead bush, we could even see its bright yellow gape.  This sighting 
occurred at Cheynes Beach.  This bird is classified at `vulnerable` in Threatened 
Birds of the World.  It has an estimated population of 2,000, which is stable.  The 
main threats to this species is habitat destruction and bush fires. 

White-browed Scrubwren  Sericornis frontalis  Several good sightings throughout 
southwestern Western Australia.                                      

Shy Heathwren  Hylacola cauta  A solitary bird responded to tape playback during our 
time birding in dense mallee along the Monjetup Road at Boxwood Hill.  
Unfortunately, it flew across the road, alighted for a split second and then 
disappeared into the undergrowth.

Rufous Fieldwren  Calamanthus campestris  Eventually, a bird responded well to tape 
playback and sat on the top of a bush, singing back to the tape while we were 
birding in the Stirling Ranges National Park.                                      

Western Thornbill  Acanthiza inornata  This southwest endemic was seen well in  
Dryandra State Forest and again in the Stirling Ranges National Park. 

Inland Thornbill  Acanthiza apicalis  We enjoyed a few good looks at this species 
during our time in southwestern Western Australia.                                    

Yellow-rumped Thornbill  Acanthiza chrysorrhoa  Observed almost daily during our 
time in southwestern Western Australia.                                       

Weebill  Smicrornis brevirostris  A common and cheerful bird, which we saw well on a 
number of occasions during our time in southwestern Western Australia. 

Western Gerygone  Gerygone fusca  This dry country bird was seen very well but on 
only one occasion, this sighting occurred in the 14 mile Brook Nature Reserve. 

NEOSITTIDAE        
Varied Sittella  Neositta chrysoptera  Again only seen on one occasion and again only at 

the 14 mile Brook Nature Reserve, where a flock of half a dozen or so birds were 
observed very well.                              

CLIMACTERIDAE
Rufous Treecreeper  Climacteris rufa  This fairly common southwestern endemic 

showed well in Dryandra State Forest and again in dry forest along Collins Road, 
off the Brookton Highway.                                        

PARDALOTIDAE
Spotted Pardalote  Pardalotus punctatus  Seen well on a few occasions during our time 

in southwestern Western Australia.                                        
Striated Pardalote  Pardalotus striatus  Also seen well on a few occasions during our 

time in southwestern Western Australia.                                         

ZOSTEROPIDAE
Christmas Island White-eye  Zosterops natalis  This Christmas Island endemic is an 

abundant bird throughout the entire island.  It is classified as `critical` in 
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Threatened Birds of the World, because it only occurs on one small island.  Its 
estimated population is 20,000 birds and is stable.  The only threat to this species 
is proposed new mining ventures.                                               

Silver-eye  Zosterops lateralis  Commonly encountered during our time in southwestern 
Western Australia.                                                  

MELIPHAGIDAE
Brown Honeyeater  Lichmera indistincta  Common and widespread throughout 

southwestern Western Australia.                                   
Singing Honeyeater  Lichenostomus virescens  This species is also common and 

widespread throughout  southwestern Western Australia. 
White-eared Honeyeater  Lichenostomus leucotis  This fairly common but localised 

species was seen very well on one occasion in Dryandra State Forest, the extreme 
southern edge of this birds range.                                        

Purple-gaped Honeyeater  Lichenostomus cratitius  This uncommon and very localised 
species was observed very well in dense mallee, the only habitat this species 
occurs in, along the Monjetup Road, at Boxwood Hill.                       

Yellow-plumed Honeyeater  Lichenostomus ornatus  A common and conspicuous bird 
throughout many areas of southwestern Western Australia. 

White-naped Honeyeater  Melithreptus lunatus  Surprisingly, this common species was 
only observed at the Gleneagle Rest Area, on the first day of the tour. 

Brown-headed Honeyeater  Melithreptus brevirostris  This species always occurs in 
flocks; we saw two separate flocks, on two separate days, while birding in the 
Stirling Ranges National Park.                                      

New Holland Honeyeater  Phylidonyris novaehollandiae  One of the commonest birds 
throughout southwestern Western Australia.                                   

White-cheeked Honeyeater  Phylidonyris nigra  Much less common than the previous 
species, even so, we saw it well on several occasions in southwestern Western
 Australia.                                      

Tawny-crowned Honeyeater  Phylidonyris melanops  A bird of coastal and inland 
heathlands, we saw this species very well on two separate days in the Stirling 
Ranges National Park.                                      

Western Spinebill  Acanthorhynchus superciliosus  This southwestern endemic is 
reasonably common and we saw it well on several occasions. 

Yellow-throated Miner  Manorina flavigula  We saw a few small flocks of this highly 
localised species, during our time in southwestern Western Australia. 

Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater  Acanthagenys rufogularis  We enjoyed good scope views 
of this dry country bird at Lake Parkeyerring.  This is the extreme southern edge 
of this birds range.                                         

Red Wattlebird  Anthochaera carunculata  A very common bird throughout 
southwestern Western Australia.                                    

Western Wattlebird  Anthochaera lunulata  We enjoyed very good looks at this species, 
throughout our time in southwestern Western Australia.                                        

GRALLINIDAE
Magpie-lark  Grallina cyanoleuca  An abundant species throughout southwestern 

Western Australia.  
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ARTAMIDAE
Black-faced Woodswallow  Artamus cinereus  Seen almost daily during our time in

southwestern Western Australia.                                     
Dusky Woodswallow  Artamus cyanopterus  A summer visitor to the southwest, small 

numbers were observed almost daily in southwestern Western Australia. 

CRACTICIDAE
Grey Butcherbird  Cracticus torquatus  Seen almost daily during our time in

southwestern Western Australia.                                       
Australasian Magpie  Gymnorhina tibicen  An abundant species, which we saw daily in

southwestern Western Australia.                                                          
Grey Currawong  Strepera versicolor  Seen almost daily during out time in

southwestern Western Australia.  

CORVIDAE                                     
Australian Raven  Corvus coronoides  Large numbers seen daily during our time in

southwestern Western Australia.                                                          

PASSERIDAE
Eurasian Tree Sparrow  Passer montanus  This species was introduced, or possibly self 

introduced to Christmas Island in the early 1980s.  It is now a familiar bird, 
occurring in large flocks around the Settlement.                                               

ESTRILDIDAE
Red-eared Firetail  Stagonopleura oculata  One of the least common of the southwest 

endemics, we enjoyed superb views of a few birds at Cheynes Beach, which were 
greatly appreciated by the whole group.                                             

Java Sparrow  Padda oryzivora  Endemic to the islands of Java and Bali, in Indonesia.  
Unfortunately, this species is now perilously close to extinction on these two 
islands.  This species has been introduced to several parts of the world, 
including Christmas Island, where small numbers were observed on a daily basis 
at the Settlement.  This species is classified as `vulnerable` in Threatened Birds of 
the World.  It has an estimated population of 2,500-10,000 birds and declining.  
The only thing that threatens this species is its popularity as a cage bird and 
intense trapping has made this bird almost extinct in its native land. 

MAMMALS

Numbat  Myrmecobius fasciatus  Superb views of a single animal in broad daylight in 

23



Dryandra State Forest.  Unfortunately, this very attractive marsupial is seldom 
encountered and only occurs in Dryandra State Forest and nowhere else on earth. 

Southern Brown Bandicoot  Isodon obesulus  We were fortunate to enjoy a very close 
look at this nocturnal marsupial, during daylight hours at Lake Seppings, at 
Albany.

Western Grey Kangaroo  Macropus fuliginosus  Seen daily throughout our time in
southwestern Western Australia. 

Tammar Wallaby  Macropus eugenii  This species was formerly widespread throughout 
southwestern Western Australia and the Eyre Peninsula, in South Australia.  On 
the mainland it now occurs only in a small area of southwestern Western 
Australia.  It is also found on a number of offshore islands, including Kangaroo 
Island, where it is very common.  Therefore, we were very fortunate that Frank 
knew were to find a few of these nocturnal marsupials at their daytime camp, in 
Dryandra State Forest.     

European Rabbit  Oryctolagus cuniculus  Seen almost daily in southwestern Western 
Australia. 

Black Rat  Rattus rattus  Unfortunately, we saw this introduced species very well on one 
occasion in dense forest, on Christmas Island. 

Feral Cat  Felis catus  We saw Feral Cats feeding on road kill Red Crabs, on several 
occasions, on Christmas Island.

Red Fox  Vulpes vulpes  Unfortunately, we saw a few introduced Red Foxes, during our
time in southwestern Western Australia. 

Christmas Island Flying-Fox  Pteropus melanotus  Endemic to Christmas Island, where 
it is abundant, we saw it well on several occasions.

Murray’s Pipistrelle  Pipistrellus murrayi  This tiny insectivorous bat, weighs only 3 
grams.  Although endemic to Christmas Island it is extremely uncommon and was 
glimpsed by some members of the group, one evening after dinner.

Spinner Dolphin  Stenella longirostris  We saw two pods of Spinner Dolphins during 
our time on Christmas Island.  The second pod performed wonderfully for us, 
throwing themselves in the air and spinning around as they did so, before 
plunging back into the sea.
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