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Peregrine Bird Tours tour to the forgotten islands of Micronesia was a great success, observing 
almost all of the endemic bird species of the islands.  A good number of its endemic birds are 
pleasingly common and obviously doing well, on the other hand, sadly, approximately 40% of 
Micronesia's endemic birds are considered under threat, due to the continuing destruction of native 
forest.  Highlights of our island hopping journey were many and varied and included such remote 
and difficult to find endemics as Micronesian Scrubfowl, Palau Ground-Dove, Mariana Crow, 
Nightingale Reed-Warbler and Truk, Olive and Long-billed White eyes.

Vagrants always add spice to any tour, and Micronesia was no exception.  The most notable 
amongst them was a Laughing Gull, a bird from the Americas, other vagrants included Great Egret, 
two adult male Eurasian Wigeons in full breeding plumage, a Black-tailed Godwit in full breeding 
plumage, a Long-toed Stint in full breeding plumage and a Ruff in non breeding plumage.  

Following a long and tiring overnight flight from Australia we arrived at mid-day at the tiny island 
of Pohnpei, the least developed of all the major islands of Micronesia.  We saw our first bird of the 
tour in the car park of the airport, it was a Pacific Golden-Plover, which was rapidly attaining 
breeding plumage.  In grassland just outside the airport we observed a small flock of the recently 
introduced Eurasian Tree Sparrows.  In the afternoon we visited the Upper Nanpil River Valley. 
The first birds we saw where a pair of introduced Hunsteins Munias, which are endemic to the 
island of New Ireland and have been introduced to Pohnpei.  In the forest we quickly found 
Cicadabird, Pohnpei Flycatcher, Pohnpei Fantail, Micronesian Starling and Micronesian 
Honeyeater.   Birds observed flying over the forest included White-tailed Tropicbird, Brown Noddy, 
White Tern and Caroline Islands Swiftlet.  After hearing lots of Crimson-crowned Fruit-Doves, we 
finally found a perched one that we could have a good look at and the same applied to the very 
attractive Pohnpei Lorikeet, we had observed a few fly-bys, before we enjoyed a perched pair in a 
nearby tree.  We rounded off the afternoons birding with a great look at a perched Micronesian 
Kingfisher and the diminutive Grey White-eye.  We also enjoyed good looks at a couple of critically 
endangered Caroline Flying Foxes.

One or two of Pohnpei's endemic birds only occur in native forest in the island’s rugged interior.  So 
the following day was dedicated to searching for them.  We drove along one of the few roads 
leading into the interior of the island.  We then followed a track deep into the forest, where after an 
hour or so we arrived at an excellent are of fern forest.  Here we added all three birds we were 
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looking for; a Micronesian Imperial-Pigeon flew close-by, this is now unfortunately a rare bird on 
Pohnpei, we found a singing Caroline Islands Reed-Warbler, up in the top of a tree and eventually 
we found a few Long-billed White-eyes, a very uncommon species which only occurs on Pohnpei 
Island.  We also enjoyed watching several Polynesian Sheath-tailed Bats, roosting on the underside 
of tree fern leaves.

The following day we spent the morning visiting the ancient ruins of Nan Madol.  The ruins consist 
of 82 artificial islands built of huge basalt `logs` are all that remains of a a lost Pacific civilisation, 
which is believed to have flourished in the 11th century AD.  It was a fine sunny day and the ruins 
were both impressive and awe-inspiring we even added a couple of new birds, a pair of dark morph 
Pacific Reef-Egrets and a few Grey-tailed Tattlers, one of the tattlers was only a few metres away 
from us and was in full breeding plumage.

In the afternoon we visited a nearby patch of forest at Sokhs Ridge, a headland which had 
tremendous views overlooking Kolonia, the main town on the island.  We saw most of the common 
Pohnpei birds here, plus one new bird, the Caroline Islands White-eye.  We also saw a new species 
of mammal here, we saw up to four Polynesian Rats.

The following day we flew from Pohnpei to Chuuk, as we were taxiing on the runway at Pohnpei 
Airport, three Ruddy Turnstones took off from the side of the airstrip.  On our arrival at Chuuk, we 
did a little biding at Nefo Cave, where there is a huge Japanese Gun, a relict of the Second World 
War.  A little birding in this area soon produced our main target bird here, the endemic Oceanic 
Flycatcher, which proved very obliging.  Below the gun emplacement, we could see a large swamp. 
From the top floor of a nearby school we could see into the swamp and enjoyed great looks at up to 
a dozen Yellow Bitterns, several Rufous Night-Herons half a dozen or so Pacific Black Ducks, a 
Eurasian Moorhen, a solitary Whiskered Tern and a solitary White-winged Black Tern, both species 
of terns are very uncommon visitors to Micronesia and we also saw a solitary Barn Swallow.

An early start the following morning as we boarded our boat and headed for the island of Tol South 
at the other end of Truk Lagoon.  As we were nearing Udot Island we observed a Black Noddy fly 
past our boat.  We noticed some birds roosting along the edge of the island, so motored in for a 
closer look, there was a solitary Whimbrel and three Black-naped Terns.  On our arrival at Tol South 
we met our local guides and in high spirits we set off towards the summit of Mount Winipot. 
Almost immediately we found a female Blue-faced Parrotfinch.  The hike up the mountain was very 
tough, with steep slippery barely perceptible trails, with the occasional very slippery rock outcrops, 
which we crossed very slowly and with a great deal of caution.  Towards the summit, the native 
forest looked very good, but we still had not found our two main target birds.  However, we did see 
a solitary Chuuk Flying Fox, which is critically endangered and one or two Black Rats, which 
unfortunately, are far from endangered.  On reaching the summit we were very tired and in not so 
high sprits.  Suddenly, a young boy of about 12 years of age heard a bird call and motioned to us to 
follow him, 30 seconds later we were enjoying super close looks at what must surely be one of the 
world's most beautiful birds, an adult male Truk Monarch.  It was pure glistening white, apart from 
a coal black face, throat and tips of the primaries.  The forest here was criss-crossed with trenches 
dug by Japanese troops during World War Two and we birded all around them until we found the 
second target bird of the day, the highly endangered Great Truk White-eye.  The decent was no less 
treacherous than the accent and on our return to our boat, we were somewhat bloodied and bruised, 
but still in one piece and we headed back across a somewhat turbulent Truk Lagoon adding even 
more bruises to our already battered bodies.  As we neared Weno Island we observed a solitary 
Crested Tern and at the landing site, a single Common Tern was patrolling backwards and forwards 
along the coast.
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The following morning we birded close to our hotel and managed to enjoy good looks at the very 
attractive Caroline Islands Ground-Dove.  A little later we were checking out a group of terns along 
the coast and we discovered a Cattle Egret, a Lesser Sandplover and an adult Laughing Gull in 
winter plumage.  This species is a rare vagrant to Micronesia.  Following lunch we attempted to 
check in for the flight to Guam, but the flight was overbooked and we did not make the flight.

We spent the following day birding around the edge of Truk Lagoon.  We failed to add any new 
birds to the trip list, but the two vagrants Laughing Gull and Common Tern, were both seen well 
and both had moved further north along the coast and into the main harbour.

In the early hours of the following morning we boarded our flight to Guam, where we connected 
with a flight to Saipan, we arrived here at 7.30 in the morning and picked up our hire car at the 
airport.  After checking in at our down town hotel, we spent the morning in the north of the island, 
where most of the remaining forest is to be found.  New birds came thick and fast and many where 
endemic to Micronesia.  We enjoyed good looks at the introduced Island Collared-Dove, found a 
good number of Mariana Swiftlets hawking over the forest and we enjoyed watching a White-
throated Ground-Dove feeding on a paw-paw in one of the gardens.  The Mariana Fruit-Dove, 
Collared Kingfisher and Saipan Bridled White-eye proved to be common.  We also saw a pair of 
beautiful Rufous Fantails a flock of recently introduced Orange-cheeked Waxbills and best of all, 
super looks at the absolutely stunning Golden White-eye.  In the afternoon we flew to the nearby 
tiny island of Tinian and in no time at all we were watching the very beautiful Tinian Monarch, 
which occurs nowhere else on the planet and we saw our first of many Red Junglefowls.  We also 
reflected with great sadness, that it was from this tiny island that the Enola Gay took off with its 
lethal cargo, bound for Hiroshima and Nagasaki, during World War Two.

On our final day on Saipan a visit in the morning to Lake Susupe yielded no less than 19 Tufted 
Ducks, a very uncommon winter visitor to the Pacific.  In the late afternoon, we succeeded in 
observing two Nightingale Reed-Warblers in flight, this species is a critically endangered single 
island endemic.  

An unscheduled day on Guam, forced upon us due to a flight cancellation, produced our only Feral 
Pigeon of the tour.

We then enjoyed a full days birding on Babelthaup Island in Palau, the most western group of 
islands in Micronesia.  We spent the early hours of the morning birding in the Ngermeskang Bird 
Sanctuary.  Which produced a succession of new birds for the tour, many of them endemic to Palau. 
We saw a very close Intermediate Egret along the roadside, along with several fairly tame Buff-
banded Rails and Chris saw a solitary Swinhoe's Snipe in flight.  We saw our first of many Palau 
Fruit-Doves and large numbers of Palua Swiftlets.  We enjoyed good close looks at a Morningbird, 
several Palau Flycatchers, a couple of Palau Fantails, large flocks of Dusky White-eyes and a few 
small flocks of the introduced Chestnut Munia.

We also visited Ngardok Lake, in Ngardok Nature Reserve, where we enjoyed great looks at a 
female Northern Pintail, yet another very uncommon visitor to Micronesia.  While admiring the 
rather grandiose Capital Building at Melekeok, we found an Eastern Yellow Wagtail on the lawn 
and a solitary Little Pied Cormorant flew overhead.  That evening at dusk as we were preparing to 
do a little spot-lighting, a pair of Eclectus Parrots were seen in flight.  Unfortunately the 
spotlighting coincided with a prolonged tropical downpour and we failed to find any new birds.  
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The next day we explored Palou's beautiful Rock Islands, a whole series of eroded limestone islets. 
Unfortunately, the weather was atrocious, thundering rain poured down relentlessly throughout 
most of the day.  We were very wet and very cold, there was nowhere to shelter on the boat and the 
rain storm was blowing straight under the canopy.  Even so, we birded hard all morning.  The first 
new bird for the tour, was a small scattered flock of Bridled Terns.  We walked Ulong Island, one of 
many of Palau's Rock Islands and we were highly successful in finding the three main target 
species, Micronesian Scrubfowl, Palau Ground-Dove and a very co-operative Palau Bush-Warbler. 
A couple of walks on two further rock islands produced a Common Sandpiper, two Nicobar Pigeons 
in flight, a couple of Sulphur-crested Cockatoos and a single White-breasted Woodswallow.  Due to 
the appalling weather and the fact that we had been very successful, we were happy to return to 
Koror.  Here we visited the Rubbish Dump, adding Little Egret to our ever growing list and a visit 
to the nearby Sewage Farm, produced a solitary Wood Sandpiper.  In the evening just prior to dusk 
a group of half a dozen Common Greenshanks flew past our hotel heading for their roosting site.

A flight during the middle of the night took us from Palau to Yap, where we enjoyed a few hours 
sleep, before starting birding.  Within a few minutes drive we were birding in the forested interior of 
the island, where we quickly found a pair of superbly plumaged endemic Yap Monarchs, followed 
by our fist of many endemic Plain White-eyes.  In the afternoon a walk along the causeway at 
Colonia produced a single Greater Sandplover and a small flock of introduced Scaly-breasted 
Munias.  We then went back to the forest, searching for our last endemic, while doing so a White-
browed Crake flew across the road and perched on top of a taro plant.  Were we all saw it fairly 
well.  Species diversity is very low on Yap and for some obscure reason there are no fruit-doves, 
swiftlets or kingfishers, there is however, an endemic flying fox, which we saw very well flying 
over the forest in the late afternoon.

Our second day on the island of Yap, was very much a day for rare vagrants, which we saw mainly 
during the heat of the afternoon in-between morning and late afternoon vigils searching for the last 
Yap endemic, the Olive White-eye.  We started the day off with a quick look at the Olive White-eye 
and ended the day with Chris getting a good look at one, which unfortunately flew off before 
anyone else could get on to it.  In the middle of the day, we found two adult male Eurasian Wigeons 
in spectacular full breeding plumage.  We then added a single Wandering Tattler, in full breeding 
plumage, a single Black-tailed Godwit also in full breeding plumage, no less than seven Sharp-
tailed Sandpipers and a single Ruff, a very rare visitor to Micronesia.  We saw an amazing 10 
species of waders today, on the tiny island of Yap.

On our final day on Yap, at first light we drove to a nearby patch of native forest, where fortunately 
we all enjoyed good looks at a pair of the endemic Olive White-eye.  We then had a look at the 
causeway in Colonia, where we found three Red-necked Stints and a solitary Long-toed Stint, 
which was our last new bird for the tour on Yap.

During the night we flew from Yap to Guam, where we connected with an early morning flight to 
Rota.  At Guam Airport we saw our first Black Drongo, an introduced species, which was to prove 
very common and conspicuous on Rota.  Our fist port of call was the Saguagahga Point Bird 
Sanctuary, where we enjoyed close views of both Red-footed and Brown Boobies, Red-tailed 
Tropicbird and an introduced Sambar, a large species of deer.  We made a stop at the Alaguan Bay 
Lookout, to search for the endangered Mariana Crow.  In no time at all a bird flew in from the coast 
and disappeared deep inside the forest.  Following lunch we returned and played a tape of the crows 
call, a pair of birds responded immediately and flew very close to us, giving perfect views.  This 
was a perfect ending to a highly successful and enjoyable tour to the forgotten islands of 
Micronesia. 

4



SYSTAMATIC LIST

5



PHAETHONTIDAE
Red-tailed Tropicbird  Phaethon rubricauda  Superb views of several birds along the cliffs at the

Saguagahga Point Bird Sanctuary, on Rota Island.   
White-tailed Tropicbird  Phaethon lepturus  Seen regularly in small numbers throughout the

whole tour.

SULIDAE
Red-footed Booby  Sula sula  Several white morph birds where seen well flying around

Saguagahga Point Bird Sanctuary, on Rota Island. 
Brown Booby  Sula leucogaster  Half a dozen or so birds were observed flying around Saguagahga

Point Bird Sanctuary, on Rota Island. 
     
PHALACROCORACIDAE                 
Little Pied Cormorant  Phalacrocorax melanoleucos  A single bird was observed well as it flew

over our heads at the Capital Building at Melekock, on Babelthaup Island, Palau.                

FREGATA
Great Frigatebird  Fregata minor  An adult female was observed very well in flight, just off  As

Fani Point, on Rota Island.                                    

ARDEIDAE
Great Egret  Ardea alba  A single bird was observed well in flight, during our visit to the 

Ngermeskang Bird Sanctuary, on Babelthaup Island, Palau.  This species is a rare vagrant in
Micronesia.          

Intermediate Egret  Mesophoyx intermedia  Small numbers observed during our time in Palau and
Yap.      

Little Egret  Egretta garzetta  Half a dozen or so birds were observed at the rubbish dump, at
Koror, on Palau and a single bird was seen very well close to Colonia on Yap. 

Pacific Reef-Egret  Egretta sacra  Scattered sightings of both pale and dark morph birds
throughout the whole tour.               

Cattle Egret  Bubulcus ibis  Small numbers scattered throughout the tour.
Yellow Bittern  Ixobrychus sinensis  Widespread and common throughout most areas we visited

and occurred in a wide variety of habitats.    
Rufous Night-Heron  Nycticorax caledonicus  Small numbers observed in Chuuk and Palau. 

ANATIDAE
Eurasian Wigeon  Anas penelope  Two adult males in breeding plumage were observed very well

at a small wetland on Yap.  This species is a very uncommon winter visitor to Micronesia. 
Pacific Black Duck  Anas superciliosa  A few birds were seen well at the swamp at Mwan, on

Chuuk.                                 
Northern Pintail  Anas acuta  A female was observed very well at Ngardok Lake, in Ngardok

Nature Reserve, Palau.  We also saw a second female, on a small wetland during our time  
on Yap.  This species is an uncommon winter visitor to Micronesia.                   

Tufted Duck  Aythya fuligula  A flock of 19 of this species were observed very well at Lake
Susupe, on Saipan.  We also enjoyed a second sighting of a pair of birds on a large reservoir,
on Yap.  This species is also an uncommon winter visitor to Micronesia. 

MEGAPODIIDAE                                   
Micronesian Scrubfowl  Megapodius laperouse  Seen at very close quarters at Ulong and Neco, in
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the Rock Islands of Palau.  This species is classified as endangered in `Threatened Birds of
the World', the main threats to this species are destruction of habitat and predation of eggs
and chicks by introduced rats and feral cats.  

PHASIANIDAE                             
Red Junglefowl  Gallus gallus  The domestic chicken was introduced by the original colonisers of

Micronesia many centuries ago and now occurs in a feral state on many of the islands.  We
recorded small numbers of feral birds on Tinian, Saipan, Palau and Rota.    

RALLIDAE                                              
Buff-banded Rail  Gallirallus philippensis  A few birds were seen well along the roadside during

our time in the Ngermeskang Bird Sanctuary, on Babelthaup Island, Palau.         
White-browed Crake  Porzana cinerea  We flushed a bird from cover which flew in front of us

and fortunately for us, landed on the top of a tarro leaf, where we were able to observe it
fairly well.  This took place close to Colonia, on Yap.  We also had a second sighting of a
single bird at a small wetland, also on Yap.                                           

Eurasian Moorhen  Gallinula chloropus  We observed small numbers of this widespread species
on Chuuk, Palau and Yap. 

CHARADRIDAE                              
Pacific Golden-Plover  Pluvialis fulva  A common and widespread winter visitor, recorded on all

island groups and on every day of the tour.                     
Lesser Sandplover   Charadrius mongolus  A single bird was observed very well along the edge of

Truk Lagoon, on Chuuk.  We also saw a couple of birds on Yap.  This species is an
uncommon winter visitor to Micronesia.                                 

Greater Sandplover  Charadrius leschenaultii  We enjoyed good close looks at a couple of birds
during our time on Yap.  This species is also an uncommon winter visitor to Micronesia.  

SCOLOPACIDAE
Swinhoe's Snipe  Gallinago megala  A solitary bird in flight was observed by myself in the 

Ngermeskang Bird Sanctuary, on Babelthaup Island, Palau.  This species is a rare winter
visitor to Micronesia.  Robert Swinhoe (1836-1877) was born in Calcutta, India, and was
sent to England to be educated (where else)?  He worked in China as a diplomat and during
this time he explored a vast area which had not been open previously to any other collector.
As a result he discovered new species at the rate of approximately one per month throughout
the more than 19 years he was there.  He discovered more than 200 new species of birds.  

Black-tailed Godwit  Limosa limosa   A single bird in breeding plumage was observed feeding on a
lawn right next to our hotel on Yap, it was in the company of a Ruff.  The Black-tailed
Godwit is a rare winter visitor to Micronesia.         

Whimbrel  Numenius phaeopus  Scattered sightings of this winter visitor were enjoyed throughout
the tour.      

Common Sandpiper  Actitis hypoleucos  A fairly common winter visitor throughout Micronesia,
which we saw well in Palau and Yap.                                              

Grey-tailed Tattler  Tringa brevipes  We enjoyed very close looks at a bird in full breeding
plumage at the ancient ruins of Nan Madol, on Pohnpei.  We also saw a couple of birds in
non-breeding plumage at Nan Madol.  This species was also observed during our time on
Yap.  It is a fairly common winter visitor throughout Micronesia.                      

Wandering Tattler  Tringa incana  We found a couple of birds in full breeding plumage, during
our time on Yap.  This species is also a fairly common winter visitor throughout Micronesia. 

Common Greenshank  Tringa nebularia  One evening while sat on the balcony of our hotel in 
Koror, on Palau, I saw a flock of half a dozen of this species fly past the hotel, calling as
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they did so.  This species is a frequent winter visitor throughout Micronesia.       
Wood Sandpiper  Tringa glareola  A single bird was present at the Koror sewage farm on Palau

and a single bird was also observed at a small wetland on Yap.  This species is a fairly
common passage migrant throughout western Micronesia.   

Ruddy Turnstone  Arenaria interpres  This species is a common and widespread winter visitor
throughout Micronesia, we encountered it on all island groups we visited, often encountered
at some distance from the coast, on airfields, playing fields and other areas of short grass. 

Red-necked Stint  Calidris ruficollis  A small flock of three individuals were observed very well
on Yap.  This species is an uncommon passage migrant throughout western Micronesia. 

Long-toed Stint  Calidris subminuta  A single bird was seen very well on Yap.  This species is a
rare passage migrant throughout Micronesia.                                             

Sharp-tailed Sandpiper  Calidris acuminata  A flock of seven birds was observed in the middle of
a basketball court, where there was a pool of fresh water.  This species is also a rare passage
migrant throughout Micronesia.                                             

Ruff  Philomachus pugnax  A single bird was observed feeding on a lawn right next to our hotel on
Yap, it was in the company of a Black-tailed Godwit.  This species is a rare passage migrant
throughout Micronesia.                                             

LARIDAE
Laughing Gull  Leucophaeus atricilla  We observed an adult bird in winter plumage along the

coast at Mwan, on Weno Island, at Chuuk.  This species must be a very rare vagrant to
Micronesia, as it is not listed as occurring there in The Birds of Hawaii and the tropical
Pacific.     

STERNIDAE                             
Brown Noddy  Anous stolidus  A common and widespread resident, which we saw on a daily basis. 
Black Noddy  Anous minutus  Small numbers regularly encountered throughout the tour. 
White Tern  Gygis alba  A common and widespread resident which we saw on every day of the

tour.                       
Bridled Tern  Onychoprion anaethetus  A few birds were observed in Truk Lagoon and up to 20

birds were observed during our boat trip amongst the Rock Islands, of Palau. 
White-winged Tern  Chlidonias leucopterus  A solitary bird was observed very well flying above

the swamp at Mwan, on Chuuk.  This species must be a rare vagrant to Chuuk, as it is not
listed as occurring there in The Birds of Hawaii and the Tropical Pacific. 

Whiskered Tern  Chlidonias hybrida  A single bird was observed very well flying above the
swamp at Mwan, on Chuuk.  This species is a very uncommon winter visitor to Micronesia. 

Black-naped Tern  Sterna sumatrana  Regularly encountered in Truk Lagoon and common
amongst the Rock Islands, in Palau.                         

Common Tern  Sterna hirundo  A single adult bird in non-breeding plumage was observed very
well along the coast of Weno Island, in Truk Lagoon, on Chuuk.  This species is a very
uncommon passage migrant in Micronesia.                      

Crested Tern  Thalasseus bergii  We observed small numbers in Truk Lagoon, on Chuuk.  

COLUMBIDEAE                  
Feral Pigeon  Columba livia  A few Feral Pigeons were observed on the island of Guam. 
Island Collared-Dove  Streptopelia bitorquata  This introduced species proved to be common on

Saipan, Guam and Rota.                         

Nicobar Pigeon  Caloenas nicobarica  A pair of birds was observed in flight during a torrential
tropical downpour on our boat trip through the Rock Islands of Palau.  This species is
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classified as near-threatened in `Threatened Bird of the World`.                                              
Caroline Islands Ground-Dove  Gallicolumba kubaryi  We were very fortunate to enjoy prolonged

looks at a small flock of this species at Mwan, on Weno Island, Chuuk.  This species is
classified as endangered in `Threatened Birds of the World', the main threats to this 
species are destruction of habitat, largely attributable to the cultivation of sakau, to make
kava, which is consumed for its psychoactive properties.  Other threats include predation of
eggs and chicks by introduced rats and feral cats.                         

White-throated Ground-Dove  Gallicolumba xanthonura  Common and remarkably conspicuous
on Saipan, Tinian, Yap and Rota, often seen flying high over the forest and occasionally
perched in the tops of trees, it does not behave like a typical ground-dove.  This species is
classified as near-threatened, in `Threatened Birds of the World`.                             

Palau Ground-Dove  Gallicolumba canifrons  This species of ground-dove behaves like a ground-
dove should, it walks around on the forest floor, foraging for food.  We enjoyed super looks
at a bird on Ulong Island, in the Palau Rock Islands.  This species is classified as near-
threatened, in `Threatened Birds of the World`.                                             

Crimson-crowned Fruit-Dove  Ptilinopus porphyraceus  This species was common and easily
seen on Pohnpei and Chuuk.                       

Palau Fruit-Dove  Ptilinopus pelewensis  This species is endemic to Palau, where we saw it very
well on a number of occasions.           

Mariana Fruit-Dove  Ptilinopus roseicapilla  This species is endemic to Saipan and Rota, where
we saw it well on a number of occasions.  This species is considered near-threatened in
`Threatened Birds of the World.                       

Micronesian Imperial-Pigeon  Ducula oceanica  This species is under heavy hunting pressure on
all of the islands, even so, we saw it well on all the island groups.  

CACATUIDAE                                
Sulphur-crested Cockatoo  Cacatua galerita  A couple of birds were observed in flight on one of

the Palau Rock Islands, this species is introduced to Micronesia.     

PSITTACIDAE                                        
Pohnpei Lorikeet  Trichoglossus rubiginosus  The only native parrot throughout Micronesia, this

species is endemic to Pohnpei, where it is very common and conspicuous.   
Eclectus Parrot  Eclectus roratus  This introduced species was observed on Koror and on the Palau 

Rock Islands.    

APODIDAE                               
Palau Swiftlet  Aerodramus pelewensis  Very common and widespread in Palau, where it is

endemic.          
Mariana Swiftlet  Aerodramus bartschi  Fairly common on Saipan, where we recorded up to 20 in

a day.  This species is endemic to the Marianas, it is now extinct on Rota, Guam and Tinian.
This species is classified as endangered in `Threatened Birds of the World.`  Unfortunately,
this species has undergone a rapid decline of almost 80%, during the last 17 years.  This
decline is due to pesticide use and predation by the introduced Brown Tree Snake on Guam.
The introduced Mud Dauber Wasp attaches its nest to the nests of this swiftlet, often causing
the swiftlets nests to fall from the cave walls.  On the island of Saipan introduced
cockroaches eat the swiftlets saliva which glues the nest to the cave wall, making them fall
to the ground.                                  

Caroline Islands Swiftlet  Aerodramus inquietus  Proved to be very common on Pohnpei and on
Chuuk, where it is endemic.  

ALCEDINIDAE                    
Micronesian Kingfisher  Todiramphus cinnamominus  Seen well on numerous occasions
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throughout the tour.                     
Collared Kingfisher  Todiramphus chloris  This widespread species of kingfisher was very 

common on Saipan, Palau and Rota.      

HIRUNDINIDAE
Barn Swallow  Hirundo rustica  Small numbers of this winter visitor were present on Chuuk and

Palau.  

MOTACILLIDAE
Eastern Yellow Wagtail  Motacilla tschutschensis  We observed a bird in non-breeding plumage on

the lawn of the Capital Building at Melekock, on Palau.  This species is an uncommon
passage migrant and winter visitor to Micronesia.  

CAMPEPHAGIDAE
Cicadabird  Coracina tenuirostris  We enjoyed good looks at this species on Pohnpei and Palau.     

SYLVIIDAE
Palau Bush-Warbler  Cettia annae  Endemic to Palau where it must be fairly common, as it is

often heard, but it is far more difficult to see.  Fortunately, we saw a single bird very well on
Ulong Island, one of the Palau Rock Islands.                              

Nightingale Reed-Warbler  Acrocephalus luscinius  We saw a couple of birds in flight on the edge
of the Mariana Country Club, on Saipan.  This species is endemic to the Marianas and is
classified as endangered  in `Threatened Birds of the World'.  The main threat to this species
are predation by the introduced Brown Tree Snake, forest fires, destruction of habitat for
agriculture and use of pesticides.                             

Caroline Reed-Warbler  Acrocephalus syrinx  This species proved to be uncommon on Pohnpei
and positively numerous on Chuuk, where we enjoyed great looks on many occasions.  This
species is endemic to the Caroline Islands.   

RHIPIDURIDAE                              
Palau Fantail  Rhipidura lepida  Endemic to Palau, where we enjoyed many good sightings.         
Rufous Fantail  Rhipidura rufifrons  Commonly observed on Saipan, Tinian, Yap and Rota. 
Pohnpei Fantail  Rhipidura kubaryi  Endemic to Pohnpei, where we saw it well on many

occasions.  

MONARCHIDAE
Truk Monarch  Metabolus rugensis  By far the most difficult of the three endemic monarchs which

occur in Micronesia.  We found a single bird, an adult male, at the very top of Mt. Winipot,
on Tol South Island, in Truk Lagoon.  The total world distribution of this species is confined
to a few of the higher islands in Truk Lagoon.  This species is classified as endangered in 
`Threatened Birds of the World.`  The Truk Monarch declined dramatically during the
1940's, due to extensive agricultural development during the Japanese administration and
occupation.  This species continues to decline due to the rapidly expanding human
population and its associated continuing loss of habitat.                          

Yap Monarch  Monarcha godeffroyi  Endemic to Yap where it is pleasingly common, we enjoyed
many good sightings of this very attractive species.                                             

Tinian Monarch  Monarcha takatsukasae  This species has an incredibly small range, only
occurring on the two tiny islands of Tinian and Agiguan, in the northern Mariana Islands.
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Fortunately it is still common on these two islands and we enjoyed many sightseeing during
our time on Tinian.  This species is classified as vulnerable in `Threatened Birds of the
World.`  Although this species has a large population, it still qualifies as vulnerable because
of its tiny range and fears that the Brown Tree Snake could become established on the
islands, which would result in a rapid population reduction.  The recent near-miss of
supertyphoon Keith, which caused extensive damage when it passed just south of Tinian in
November 1997, illustrates the vulnerability of a species confined to a single small island. 

Palau Flycatcher  Myiagra erythrops  Endemic to Palau, where we found it to be common on 
Babelthaup Island.         

Pohnpei Flycatcher  Myiagra pluto  Endemic to Pohnpei, where we found it to be very common. 
Oceanic Flycatcher  Myiagra oceanica  Endemic to the Chuuk Islands, where we found it to be

very common and confiding.                            
                  
PACHYCEPHALIDAE                                   
Morningbird  Colluricincla tenebrosa  Endemic to Palau, where we found it to be fairly common

on Babelthaup and Ulong Islands. 

ZOSTEROPIDAE
Saipan Bridled White-eye  Zosterops saypani  The Bridled White-eye has recently been split into

two species, this and the following species.  This species is endemic to Saipan and Tinian
Islands, where we saw it very well on many occasions.  

Rota White-eye   Zosterops rotensis  The recently split Rota White-eye only occurs on the Sabana
Plateau, on Rota Island, in the Mariana Islands.  Where we saw a small flock very well.  The
population is estimated to be approximately 1,100 individuals and declining.  This species is
classified as critically endangered in `Threatened Birds of the World.'  The predatory
introduced Black Drongo has been implicated in its decline.  Other threats include predation
by introduced rats, pesticide use and avian disease.  The potential accidental introduction of
the Brown Tree Snake is a major concern, as cargo boats regularly visit the island from
Guam, where the Brown Tree Snake is well established.  Habitat destruction by typhoons is
also another serious threat.   

Caroline Islands White-eye  Zosterops semperi  Endemic to Pohnpei, Chuuk and Palau, we
observed small numbers on all three island groups.    

Plain White-eye  Zosterops hypolais  Endemic to Yap, where we regularly encountered small
flocks.                                             

Dusky White-eye  Zosterops finschii  Endemic to Palau, where we found it to be common and
conspicuous.         

Grey White-eye  Zosterops cinereus  Endemic to Pohnpei and Kosrae, we found it to be very
common on the island of Pohnpei.                     

Olive White-eye  Zosterops oleagineus  Endemic to Yap where it is supposedly fairly common and
widespread, however, this was not our experience.  During two days of extensive birding in
native forest, we only found four individuals.    

Great Truk White-eye  Rukia ruki  This species has a minute range of only one square kilometre!
It only occurs on four tiny islands in the Faichuk Group of islands in Truk Lagoon.  It has an
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estimated population of 500 individuals and is continuing to decline.  We enjoyed great
looks at a single individual on Mt. Winipot, Tol South Island, Truk Lagoon   This species is
classified as critically endangered in `Threatened Birds of the World.'  Mature stands of
native forest have virtually disappeared from most of Chuuk and is purposefully cut down
by local people who consider it a nuisance.  The potential introduction of the Brown Tree
Snake is of major concern and a large typhoon could easily exterminate this species. 

Long-billed White-eye  Rukia longirostra  Endemic to Pohnpei where it is confined to higher
altitude native forests, on a handful of mountains.  We observed four individuals in Oukitor
Forest, following a very long and tiring climb.                               

Golden White-eye  Cleptornis marchei  Endemic to Saipan and Agiguan Islands.  This unusually
brightly coloured species of white-eye was voted bird of the trip, by tour participants and we
found it to be fairly common on Saipan.  This species is classified as vulnerable in
`Threatened Bird of the World.` The main threat to this species is the accidental introduction
of the Brown Tree Snake from the nearby island of Guam.

MELIPHAGIDAE   
Micronesian Myzomela  Myzomela rubratra  Endemic to Micronesia, where it is generally

common and widespread.  We recorded it on a daily basis on all of the major island groups,
but it was rather scarce on Rota and the Rock Islands of Palau.  

DICRURIDAE
Black Drongo  Dicrurus macrocercus  We first observed this introduced species at Guam Airport

and then it proved to be very common on Rota. 

ARTAMIDAE                     
White-breasted Woodswallow  Artamus leucorynchus  I had a quick look at a single bird on one of

the Palau Rock Islands, of the endemic race pelewensis, which is considered critically
endangered.                                              

            
CORVIDAE       
Mariana Crow  Corvus kubaryi   Endemic to Rota and Guam, it is now probably extinct on Guam,

due to predation by the introduced Brown Tree Snake, despite the erection of electrical tree
barriers at all known nesting sites.  We saw three individual birds during our time on Rota.
This species is classified as endangered  in `Threatened Birds of the World.`  It has a
population of 220 and is continuing to decline.  The main threats to this species is the
introduction of the Brown Tree Snake to Rota, predation by introduced rats and the
introduced Monitor Lizard and competition with the introduced Black Drongo.  It is also
killed by some residents who believe that its continuing existence, impedes development of
their land.    

STURNIDAE    
Micronesian Starling  Aplonis opaca  Endemic to Micronesia where it is common and widespread.

We recorded it on all the islands we visited and on every day of the tour.                     

PASSERIDAE           
Eurasian Tree Sparrow  Passer montanus  This introduced species continues to thrive throughout

Micronesia.  

ESTRILDIDAE                    
Orange-cheeked Waxbill  Estrilda melpoda  We saw several large flocks of this species on the
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island of Saipan, where it is probably a recent introduction, as it is not listed for the
Marianas in the Birds of Hawaii and the Tropical Pacific.                        

Blue-faced Parrotfinch  Erythrura trichroa  One bird observed on Tol South Island, in Truk
Lagoon and a second bird observed at Mwan, on Weno Island.                  

Scaly-breasted Munia  Lonchura punctulata  This species has been introduced to the island of 
Yap, where we saw many small flocks.

Chestnut Munia  Lonchura atricapilla  This species has been introduced to Palau, where we saw
several small flocks.          

Hunstein's Munia  Lonchura hunsteini  This species which is native to New Ireland has been
introduced to Pohnpei, where we saw a few small flocks.  C. Hunstein (1843-1888) was the
German administrator of German New Guinea from 1885 until his death.  He is
commemorated in New Guinea by the Hunstein Mountains, the Hunstein Forest and also
many trees and plants bearing his name.  Sharpe described the Hunstein's Manucode from a
specimen collected by Hunstein.  

MAMMALS

Polynesian Rat  Rattus exulans  Unfortunately this introduced species of rat was seen well on
Pohnpei and Palau, it is originally native to Southeast Asia.   

Brown Rat  Rattus norvegicus  Several of this very large species of rat were fearless and tame on
Ulong Island, in the Palau Rock Islands.

Black Rat  Rattus rattus  A few seen on Tol South Island, in Truk Lagoon.        
Chuuk Flying Fox  Pteropus insularis  While climbing Mt. Winipot on Tol South Island, in Truk

Lagoon, we observed a couple of this critically endangered species.
Mariana's Flying Fox  Pteropus mariannus  Small numbers observed flying over the forest on

Rota Island, this species is considered endangered.
Caroline Flying Fox  Pteropus molossinus  We saw several of this species very well flying above

the forest in full daylight on Pohnpei Island, where it is endemic and listed as critically
endangered.

Palau Flying Fox  Pteropus pelewensis  This very large species of flying fox, is endemic to Palau
where it is very common and widespread.  

Yap Flying Fox  Pteropus yapensis  This Yap endemic is also common and we saw it well on
several occasions flying over the forest.  

Sambar  Cervus unicolor  This very large species of deer, the preferred food of Tiger,s has been
introduced to the island of Rota, where we saw it very well on a couple of occasions.   
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