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Hawaii’s sunny beaches and clear Pacific waters have built the island’s reputation as a 
tropical paradise; the rainforest clinging to the flanks of its sculptured mountain ridges 
and towering volcanoes, harbour some of the most endangered birds on the planet, a 
world away; from the thousands of tourists below.  The Hawaiian Islands, some 4,000 
kilometres from the nearest continent, are the most isolated land forms on earth.  As a 
result, very few animals and plants arrived on their own to colonize these islands.  Those 
that did became the progenitors of a fantastic array of different life forms which occur 
nowhere else on earth.  Indeed 98% of the naturally occurring bird species are endemic to 
the Hawaiian Islands and includes an endemic family, the Hawaiian Honeycreepers. 
Sadly; only 17 Hawaiian Honeycreepers are known to survive and seeing most of these 
requires a visit to lush high-elevation rainforests where mosquitoes carrying the lethal 
avian malaria, do not occur.  Most of Hawaii’s native birds face an uncertain future and 
are at risk from multiple, and frequently compounding, threats.  Housing developments 
and cattle-ranching has almost eliminated lower elevation koa forests, introduced feral 
goats are degrading remaining higher altitude forests, feral pigs facilitate the spread of 
alien plants and introduced, disease-carrying mosquitoes.  Exotic bird and insect species 
are both competitors and predators and periodic hurricanes reek havoc on already heavily 
reduced, tiny, bird populations.  Today, even the well-known lei, or flowered necklace, 
the popular symbol of Hawaii, is typically strung with alien flora.  Highlights of our visit 
to Hawaii included a staggering 14 species of endemic honeycreepers, the last two 
remaining thrushes, the Omao and the critically endangered Puaiohi, which are closely 
related to solitaires.  We also had superb looks at other endemics such as Hawaiian 
Goose, Hawaiian Duck, Hawaiian Hawk, Hawaiian Coot, all three species of elepaios, 
the endangered Bristle-thighed Curlew and almost the complete set of introduced birds, 
which unfortunately now thrive in the archipelago, as well as a fine selection of seabirds 
and even, a few vagrants!  

The tour to Hawaii began at the airport of the bustling capital of Honolulu, where we met 
our local birding guide, David Kuhn.  While waiting for David to bring our transportation 
around we saw small flocks of Cattle Egrets flying overhead, wintering Pacific Golden-
Plovers dotted the lawns, along with flocks of Spotted and Zebra Doves and Common 
Mynas.  Small flocks of Red-vented Bulbuls showed conspicuously in the treetops along 
with family parties of House Sparrows.  

As we drove from the airport to our hotel in downtown Honolulu, roadside birds included 
Feral Pigeon, the very beautiful White-rumped Shama, the equally beautiful Red-crested 
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Cardinal and small flocks of Common Waxbills and House Finches.  We then met up 
with the American contingent, who joined us on a visit to the Tantalus Scenic Loop, 
where our main quarry was the Oahu Amakihi.  While searching for the amakihi we 
observed a single Red-whiskered Bulbul and several Japanese White-eyes.  Within no 
time at all, the Oahu Amakihi appeared in front of us and we enjoyed watching our first 
Hawaiian endemic.  We spent the afternoon doing some sea-watching from the south-east 
coast, overlooking Manora Island; this produced small numbers of Wedge-tailed 
Shearwaters, very good looks at several Red-tailed Tropicbirds, a few Brown Boobies, 
larger numbers of Red-footed Boobies, thousands of Sooty Terns, with much smaller 
numbers of Grey-backed and very graceful White Terns.  We also enjoyed our first 
sighting of the endangered and endemic Hawaiian Monk Seal.  On the rocks below we 
saw our first Ruddy Turnstones of the tour, which were already in breeding plumage.  A 
small flock of endangered Java Sparrows were observed very well in the car park.  

The following morning found us walking a somewhat slippery trail in the forested 
Kuliouou Valley, in search of the endemic Oahu Elepaio.  We waited and watched along 
the edge of a small stream.  Following a short period of time David heard the bird calling 
and shortly afterwards we all enjoyed good looks at this endemic species of monarch 
flycatcher.  On the return walk, some members of the group saw the first of several Red-
billed Leiothrix, a very beautiful bird, which is endemic to the oak-rhododendron forests 
of the Himalayas.  A quick look at Laie Point produced our first Wandering Tattler of the 
tour and some distant Hump-backed Whales.   In the afternoon we visited the James 
Campbell Wildlife Refuge, which was closed for the breeding season.  However, we were 
able to look into the reserve from the perimeter and quickly found our number one target 
species, the endangered Bristled-thighed Curlew.  This species breeds in Alaska and 
spends the winter months on small islands scattered throughout the Pacific.  We enjoyed 
good close looks at up to a dozen birds, which was undoubtedly one of the highlights of 
the tour.  Here we also saw good numbers of Black-crowned Night-Herons, several 
Common Moorhens, good numbers of endemic Hawaiian Coots, large numbers of Black-
necked Stilts and several wintering Sanderlings, all in non-breeding plumage.  All the 
passerines observed here, were introduced and new birds for the tour included Northern 
Mockingbird and Northern Cardinal.  During the drive back to Honolulu we saw 
Common Pheasant and Chestnut Mannikin.  Our final birding destination for the day was 
the very well used Kapiolani Park in downtown Honolulu, where we were hoping to see 
nesting White Terns.  While searching the trees for a nesting pair, we found large flocks 
of Nutmeg Mannikins and three uncommon Rose-ringed Parakeets.  Finally, we did find 
a single White Tern sitting on eggs, which they lay directly on to the branch of a tree, this 
rounded the day off perfectly.    

A short flight to the Big Island provided great views of Molokai, Lanai, Kahoolawe and 
Maui Volcanoes.  Following our arrival at Hilo, we headed for the Hawaii Volcanoes 
National Park, where we visited Kilauea Volcano, the world’s most active volcano; in the 
last 100 years, it has erupted over 40 times.  As we stood at the edge of the gaping 
Kilauea crater a newly created vent in the wall of the volcano, billowed large amounts of 
sulphur and smoke high into the atmosphere and we gained an insight into the violent 
nature of the archipelago’s origin.  We also enjoyed our first sighting of the White-tailed 
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Tropicbird, flying around the vapor filled rim of the crater.  We also walked through a 
large lava tube; this was formed when an extremely hot lava flow cooled quickly on the 
outside, forming into rock, as the inside remained molten lava and continued to flow 
relentlessly towards the sea.  On the surrounding forest trails we saw our first Hawaiian 
Hawk, a pair of very tame Kalij Pheasants, enjoyed good looks at a couple of endemic 
Omaos, as well as several Hawaii Amakihis and good numbers of delightful Apapanes.  

An early start next morning took us to Hakalau National Wildlife Refuge, one of the 
strongholds for two declining species of honeycreepers, the nuthatch-like Hawaii Creeper 
and the colourful Akepa.  It is also a good place to see the very rare Akiapolaau. To get to 
the native forest involved a great deal of driving across open moorland, which provided 
perfect habit for a wide variety of introduced species of birds.  We saw Wild Turkey, 
California Quail, Chukar, Erckel’s Francolin, which is endemic to Ethiopia and now 
getting very difficult to find, there is no shortage of them in Hawaii.  We also saw the 
Eurasian Skylark very well.  On our arrival at the native forest, the trees rang with the 
varied calls of Iiwis and Apapanes, and we enjoyed many great views of these stunning 
honeycreepers as they visited the numerous red blossoms of the endemic o`hia trees.  We 
were very fortunate to find a male Akepa in the canopy of a flowering o`hia tree, early in 
the day.  We were able to watch it feeding in the early morning sun.  The striking male is 
bright orange-red in colouration and this is the only cavity nester of all the 
honeycreepers.  We watched a very obliging Hawaii Elepaio, as it flitted around in the 
treetops.  Later in the day we enjoyed extended looks at the endangered Hawaii Creeper, 
as it crept along the branches of a large tree, searching for insects.  We also enjoyed good 
looks at both dark and pale morph Hawaiian Hawks.  The rest of the day was spent trying 
to find the rare Akiapolaau, which meant scanning the many flowering Koa trees.  We 
checked tree after tree, but unfortunately without any success, the Akiapolaau had 
managed to elude us.  As we drove back across the moorlands we found four Hawaiian 
Geese around the edge of a small pond and we very much enjoyed watching the world’s 
rarest species of goose, which has been brought back from the verge of extinction.  Today 
we also saw the first of many introduced Lesser Indian Mongoose, which must have a 
devastating impact on the birdlife.      
  
The following morning we trekked down the Pu’u O’o trail heading for `kipuka` country; 
islands of older forest surrounded by fairly recent lava flows.  This fascinating area of 
pristine fragments of forest holds small numbers of the endangered Akiapolaau and this 
little known species was our main quarry this morning.  We checked every single bird 
that moved as we penetrated deep inside the two closest kipukas, but try as we may, the 
Akiapolaau managed to elude us, once again.  In the afternoon we drove up a road that 
climbs to the saddle between mighty Mauna Kea and Mauna Loa.  After driving across 
barren lava fields we headed up the leeward slope of Mauna Kea into an area known as 
Pu’ula’au, were native mamanenaio forests grow.  Here we searched for the endangered 
Palila, one of the very few remaining honeycreepers, with a finch-like bill.  This bird only 
occurs on the upper slopes of Mauna Kea, so we were very keen to find it.  We did not 
have to wait very long before we heard the distinctive up-slurred call of the Palila and we 
enjoyed prolonged looks at a splendid male.  Shortly before dusk we visited a section of 
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the coast where a river of viscous molten rock sluggishly emptied into the sea; causing 
huge clouds of steam to billow high into the nigh time sky.     

The following day we went for a long circular drive around the Big Island, stopping off at 
various birding points along the way.  The first main birding stop was at Laupahoehoe, a 
small promontory on the coast; here we found a large flock of Black Noddies on a nearby 
offshore island.  We also enjoyed good looks at two species of birds that were introduced 
from South America, Saffron Finch and Yellow-billed Cardinal, both showed particularly 
well.  A drive through the Big Island Country Club produced a solitary Grey Francolin, 
which we saw very well, a few African Silverbills, which were not seen particularly well 
at all and a small herd of Wild Goats.  Continuing on to the Kona coast, we made a visit 
to the local sewage farm, where a vagrant Cackling Goose, had been wintering.  With 
fingers crossed we circled the sewage ponds before David found it swimming around, in 
of course, the very end pond.  The bird appeared to be quite content in its new home and 
allowed us to have a good look at it.  

Early the next morning we returned to `kipuka` country and took the Pu’u O’o trail, as we 
were crossing the recent lava flows we saw an adult female Mouflon with a youngster, 
this introduced animal is seldom seen, as it is heavily hunted on the island.  On reaching 
the native forest we were determined to find the endangered Akiapolaau.  After a great 
deal of searching we were rewarded with prolonged looks at close range, of one of these 
fantastic birds.  We followed a beautiful male as he crept along the branches of the koa 
trees, probing for insect larvae with its peculiar elongated sickle-shaped bill.  We were 
elated to observe this spectacular species so well and the long trek back to our vehicle 
seemed a small price to pay, when compared to the thrill of seeing one of the world’s 
most endangered birds.  In the afternoon we decided to visit Hilo Ponds, not far from our 
hotel.  This proved to be a good idea as we found two species of birds that are vagrants to 
the islands of Hawaii.  We enjoyed super looks at a Greater White-fronted Goose and a 
Canada Goose.  This was a very nice way to round off a great day of birding.        

A morning flight took us to the island of Maui, were we did some birding at the Kanaha 
Ponds, but did not find anything we had not seen previously on the tour.  However, a 
second stop at the Kealia National Wildlife Refuge produced a large wintering flock of 
Northern Shovelers, which really should have headed north by this date and we also saw 
two distant Laughing Gulls, which are extremely uncommon visitors to the Hawaiian 
Islands.  In the late afternoon we drove to the top of Haleakala, one of the world’s largest 
volcanoes, where we enjoyed great views of the coast below.  We arrived at the top in 
time to see the amazing moonscape of the crater, while the distant contours of the Big 
Island’s volcanoes rose above the clouds.  The endangered Hawaiian Petrel nests in 
burrows on the top of the volcano and we were hopeful that we would see one or two 
circling above their burrows at dusk.  Unfortunately, this was not to be the case and 
although we heard the birds calling to one another from their burrows, we did not even 
glimpse a single bird.  

The following day we were very fortunate to be given permission to go birding in the 
Nature Conservancy’s Waikamoi Forest Reserve. This allowed us the opportunity to 
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search for three endemic species of birds; the fairly plentiful Maui Creeper and two very 
rare and endangered birds, the Akohekohe and the extremely elusive Maui Parrotbill.  It 
is a condition of entry into the reserve that you have to be escorted by an appointed guide. 
We were very happy to have another pair of eyes with us and following a short walk we 
were surrounded by native birds as we walked along a narrow boardwalk through the 
forest.  Within a short period of time we were watching a Maui Creeper, we watched this 
tiny honeycreeper creeping along branches, like a nuthatch.  We were also extremely 
fortunate to enjoy two sightings of the very attractive Akohekohe.  David found a pair of 
elusive Maui Parrotbills, we rushed over to the spot but unfortunately we just missed 
them.  As we were driving back to our hotel a Short-eared Owl was observed briefly 
flying high overhead.  

We began the following day with an early morning flight to our fourth and final island, 
the island of Kauai, the oldest and greenest of the main islands.  Our first stop here was 
the Kilauea Point National Wildlife Refuge, where we were treated to a superb 
smorgasbord of seabirds.  Hundreds of nesting Red-footed Boobies dotted the hillside, a 
few Wedge-tailed Shearwaters showed very well at close range, at the entrance to their 
burrows.  Both species of Tropicbirds were seen very well and the Red-tailed Tropicbirds 
were really in your face, hovering against the cliff side, just a few meters away.  This was 
a tremendous spectacle but the best was yet to come, top-of-the-bill here is the 
endangered Laysan Albatross.  There were several nests in the area and we were able to 
watch an adult bird, feeding a fluffy chick.  We also saw good numbers of Great 
Frigatebird here, patrolling the seabird colonies, looking for an easy meal.  A little to the 
west we visited the Hanalei Wildlife Refuge; where at last, we enjoyed good close-ups of 
100% pure Hawaiian Ducks, which were far more attractive than the illustrations show. 
There were also lots of Red Junglefowls running around here, many of them looked just 
like the ones in Asia.  

The following day was a full day pelagic.  We began by hugging the Na Pali coast, along 
the northwestern side of Kauai.  The coastal scenery was spectacular, the shear walls of 
the volcano rising steeply out of the emerald blue sea, with steep valleys, where the local 
Polynesians have lived for centuries.  Access to some of the these valleys was so difficult 
it came as no surprise to learn that some of the ariel footage for the movie Jurassic Park 
was taken here.  There was quite a wind blowing and the crossing to Lehua Rock, off the 
island of Niihau, was looking doubtful.  Even so we enjoyed spectacular views of several 
Laysan Albatrosses, many Wedge-tailed Shearwaters, a few White-tailed Tropicbirds and 
several Black Noddies.  Then we enjoyed one of the highlights of the day, we stood 
spellbound on the deck of our boat as we watched a pod of Spinner Dolphins swimming 
on the surface of a sun-polished sea, just a few meters away from us.  Then there was 
even better news, the skipper gave the go ahead to make the crossing to Lehua Rock, 
telling us that it would get a little bumpy on the way back!  As we neared the rock a large 
flock of seabirds were seen feeding on the surface of the ocean, the skipper took the boat 
in to have a look.  Most of the seabirds were species that we had already seen, however, 
there was a pair of terns with them, which showed heavily forked tails and were very 
white on the upper parts.  It was a pair of Arctic Terns, who were on migration, heading 
northwards to their breeding grounds; small numbers of this species are known to pass 
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through the archipelago at this time of year.  When we were very close to Lehua Rock, a 
Franklin’s Gull, in full breeding plumage, followed the boat for quite some time, 
allowing us to have really good looks; this species is a very uncommon winter visitor to 
the Hawaiian Islands.  In the late afternoon we headed back to the harbour; the skipper 
had not been joking.  As we bounced our way back to the refuge of the harbour we saw a 
few Sooty Shearwaters fly across the bough of the boat, this is an uncommon non-
breeding visitor to these waters, having recently arrived from their breeding colonies in 
Australia and New Zealand.  We were also very pleased  to observe a few distant 
Humpback Whales, breaching right out of the water; throwing their 40 ton bodies 
skywards before making a tremendous splash as they crashed back below the surface of 
the ocean.  Late in the evening as we were walking back from the restaurant, a Barn Owl 
flew overhead and quickly disappeared.

The following day we spent the whole day in the remote Alakai Wilderness Area; the last 
known refuge for some of Hawaii’s most endangered native birds.  At first we followed a 
well used trail, which had a rather old and dilapidated wooden boardwalk which needed a 
little maintenance doing on it.  The Kauai Elepaio was really common and we enjoyed 
many great looks at this super little bird.  Our next endemic was the nectivorous 
Anianiau, a very tiny bird, with a thin, slightly curved bill.  In order to have a chance of 
finding the remaining endemics, we needed to leave the trail and walk up a small 
volcanic stream which headed up onto the plateau.  It was very difficult going, as we 
clambered over rocks and waded through the stream, but it was to prove extremely 
worthwhile.  David heard the Akekee calling overhead and we stood in a stream and 
watched this uncommon endemic feeding in a tree directly over our heads.  A little 
further up the stream we found a very obliging Akikiki which we were able to watch as it 
crept along the trunk and larger branches of some nearby koa trees.  This species is 
confined to the eastern part of the Alakai Wilderness and its range continues to shrink, as 
it inevitably heads towards extinction.  As we continued climbing up the stream we came 
to a beautiful but impassable waterfall.  Here we had a well earned rest, while we ate our 
packed lunch; it was great to finally sit in the Hawaiian archipelago, where at least half 
the plants and trees, were native to Hawaii.  We were half way through our lunch when 
Chris spotted the very easy to miss, Puaiohi.  This critically endangered species was 
sitting on a branch in a small tree overhanging the stream, not more than 12 meters away 
from us and it just sat there and looked at us.  With less than 150 surviving individuals, 
this was by far the rarest bird of the entire trip.  After finishing our lunch we headed back 
downstream, scrambling over the same boulders we had scrambled over on our way 
upstream, knowing that the only endemic we were missing, was the most common one, 
the Kauai Amakihi.  On reaching the boardwalk the Kauai Amakihi duly obliged and 
rounded off a perfect days birding on the `Garden Isle` of Kauai.  

Our final day of the tour was a kind of a `mop up day`, where we drove around the island 
attempting to find one or two of the introduced species, which were the only birds left on 
the island that we had not seen.  The first bird to be added to our list was the Western 
Meadowlark, which seemed particularly fond of the short grass at the Port Allen Airport, 
where we saw several individuals.  At the Kawaiele Sand Mine, David played some tape 
of the introduced Japanese Bush-Warbler, which is a particularly skulking species, in no 
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time at all, an individual flew in and perched on the top of a bush, directly in front of us 
and showed very well.  A visit to Kokee State Park produced an introduced Hwamei, a 
species of babbler from China, which flew across the road right in front of the bus.  At 
dusk we drove to the mouth of the Wayula River, were we were hoping to find the 
endangered Hawaiian Petrel coming in off the sea and following the river, up the 
volcano, to their nesting grounds.  Right on cue, we found good numbers flying around 
just beyond the breakers and the inevitable surfers.  While the light was still fairly good a 
few came in off the sea and flew directly over our heads, we could clearly see the all 
white body, white underwings and black head and sides of the neck.  A super way to 
round off our tour to this amazing archipelago; which still harbours a fascinating but 
unfortunately, highly endangered fauna and flora.                             

    

SYSTEMATIC LIST

DIOMEDEIDAE
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Laysan Albatross  Phoebastria immutabilis  Super close looks at this enormous seabird 
at Kilauea Point National Wildlife Refuge and on the pelagic boat trip off Kauai 
Island.  Numbers of this species are slowly increasing as they recover from being 
close to extinction early in the 1900’s, when Japanese feather hunters, heavily 
reduced their numbers.           

PROCELLARIIDAE
Hawaiian Petrel  Pterodroma sandwichensis  Our first experience with this Hawaiian

breeding endemic was our visit to the colony at Haleakala, where we heard their 
eerie calls at dusk.  On the last day of the tour we enjoyed watching large 
numbers out at sea, off the mouth of the Wayula River and then best of all, we 
were able to watch a few flying above us, as they flew inland to their nesting 
colonies, high in the mountains.  This species is classed as vulnerable in 
`Threatened Birds of the World` with a estimated population of 20,000 birds, 
which unfortunately is declining.  The most serious threat is predation by 
introduced mammals including feral cats and Small Indian Mongoose. 

Wedge-tailed Shearwater  Puffinus pacificus  We saw this widespread species very well 
on a number of occasions, including at its nesting burrows at Kilauea Point 
National Wildlife Refuge.                                  

Sooty Shearwater  Puffinus griseus  A few birds were seen well during the pelagic boat 
trip off the Na Pali coast on Kauai Island.  This species is an uncommon non-
breeding visitor to the Hawaiian Islands.  These birds had recently arrived here 
from breeding colonies in Australia and New Zealand.           

PHAETHONTIDAE
Red-tailed Tropicbird  Phaethon rubricauda  Seen very well on a number of occasions; 

without doubt the most memorable sightings occurred at the Kilauea Point 
National Wildlife Refuge, where they could be seen hovering against the cliff 
face, just a few meters away.                                  

White-tailed Tropicbird  Phaethon lepturus  We also enjoyed super looks at this 
beautiful seabird, which is the most elegant of its genus.  A couple of birds were 
seen against the rim of the Kilauea crater in Hawaii Volcanoes National Park. We 
also saw it at the impressive Waimea Canyon and probably the best sightings 
occurred at the Kilauea Point National Wildlife Refuge.                    

SULIDAE
Red-footed Booby  Sula sula  The most numerous booby in Hawaiian waters, where  

only light morph birds occur.  We saw it well on all our sea watches and we 
enjoyed our observations at the large breeding colony at Kilauea Point National 
Wildlife Refuge.                                 

Brown Booby  Sula leucogaster  Small numbers seen during our sea watches and some 
very close observations during our pelagic off the Na Pali coast. 

FREGATIDAE
Great Frigatebird  Fregata minor  Seen very well at Kilauea Point National Wildlife 

Refuge and again during the pelagic boat trip off the Na Pali coast.          
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ARDEIDAE
Cattle Egret  Bubulcus ibis  This introduced species was common throughout all the 

archipelago; 105 birds were introduced to the islands in 1959 to eat insects which 
were detrimental to dairy and beef cattle.                                                  

Black-crowned Night-Heron  Nycticorax nycticorax  Good numbers seen throughout 
the tour.         

ANATIDAE
Greater White-fronted Goose  Anser albifrons  A solitary bird was seen well at Hilo 

Ponds, at Hilo, on the Big Island.  This species is a rare vagrant to Hawaii and we 
were very fortunate to find one.                                  

Hawaiian Goose  Branta sandvicensis  The symbol of conservation efforts in the 
islands and Hawaii’s official `State Bird`, this species was once on the 
brink of extinction.  It was saved by a captive breeding program and its numbers 
have now recovered considerably following re-introduction efforts.  However, the 
long term future is still uncertain and they are classified as vulnerable in 
`Threatened Birds of the World` with an estimated population of 1,000 birds, 
which is slowly increasing.  The most serious threat to this species is the lack of 
suitable habitat and predation by the introduced Small Indian Mongoose.  We saw 
it very well on many occasions.                        

Canada Goose  Branta canadensis  A solitary bird was seen well at Hilo Ponds, at Hilo, 
on the Big Island.  This species is a rare vagrant to Hawaii and we were very 
fortunate to find one.                                  

Cackling Goose  Branta minima  A single bird was seen very well at Kona Sewage 
Farm, on the Big Island.  This is a rare vagrant to Hawaii and we were once again 
very fortunate to see one here.                                  

Hawaiian Duck  Anas wyvilliana  Unfortunately there has been a great deal of 
hybridisation between this species and feral Mallards throughout the islands and it 
is now impossible to find pure bred Mallards and very difficult to find pure bred 
Hawaiian Ducks.  However, at the Hanalei National Wildlife Refuge, on Kauai 
Island, where there are few or no Mallards we did see some pure bred individuals, 
which are particularly attractive.  This species is classed as endangered in 
`Threatened Birds of the World` with a estimated population of 2,500 birds, 
and unfortunately decreasing rapidly.  The most serious threat is hybridisation 
with Mallards; wetland loss and habitat modification by alien aquatic plants, are 
additional threats to this species.                                         

Northern Shoveler  Anas clypeata  A flock of approximately 30 birds were present at 
the Kealia National Wildlife Refuge, on the Big Island.  All the drakes were in 
full breeding plumage and it was strange to see them still in Hawaii, which are 
their wintering grounds, at this time of year.                     

ACCIPITRIDAE
Hawaiian Hawk  Buteo solitarius  This endemic bird was seen very well on a number of 

occasions throughout the tour.  The current population is estimated to be 
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approximately 2,500 individuals and it is maintaining these numbers.  We saw 
both dark and pale morph birds particularly well in the Hakalau National Wildlife 
Refuge.                    

PHASIANIDAE
Wild Turkey  Meleagris gallopavo  This species was introduced by Captain Vancouver 

who presented King Kamehameha I with turkeys from North America, in the 
early 1800’s.  The initial introduction has been augmented several times, so that 
today the population is a genetic mix of several subspecies.  We saw small flocks 
very well on a couple of occasions.                  

California Quail  Callipepla californica  We saw them on several occasions on the Big 
Island.  These small game birds were introduced from the America’s in 1855. 

Chukar  Alectoris chukar  Small numbers seen well on the Big Island and on Maui.  This 
species was first introduced from Asia in 1923, there has been subsequent 
releases.                  

Grey Francolin  Francolinus pondicerianus  Introduced from India, we only saw this 
species on one occasion, however, we did see it particularly well.  We saw it very 
close to the road while birding at the Big Island Country Club, on the Big Island. 

Erckel's Francolin  Francolinus erckelii  We enjoyed many good sightings at higher 
elevations on the Big Island.  Of all the introduced birds this species has one of 
the most restricted native ranges, as it only occurs in Northern Ethiopia, Eritrea, 
and the Red Sea province of Sudan.  This species is becoming increasingly rare 
throughout its small range.                     

Red Junglefowl  Gallus gallus  There were many chickens and roosters throughout the 
island chain; this species is the only bird that was introduced by the Polynesians.  
In the highlands of Kauai, the birds are very like their ancestral form in Asia. 

Kalij Pheasant  Lophura leucomelanos  We saw this attractive bird on several occasions. 
It was introduced from Asia in 1962 by the hunting lobby, which unfortunately, is 
much larger than the conservation movement.  This makes the eradication of 
introduced birds an impossibility.                      

Common Pheasant  Phasianus colchicus  We enjoyed many good sightings of this 
introduced species, which is originally from Asia.                                      

RALLIDAE
Common Moorhen  Gallinula chloropus  Small numbers seen throughout the tour; in 

the 1950’s and 60’s it was reduced to approximately 50 individuals.  However the 
spread of aquaculture in the 1970’s and 1980’s has greatly increased the number 
of birds in the archipelago.           

Hawaiian Coot  Fulica alai  This Hawaiian endemic was seen well on several occasions. 
It is classified as vulnerable in `Threatened Birds of the World` with an estimated 
population fluctuating between 2,000 and 4,000 birds.  The main threat to this 
species is the destruction of wetlands.

                        
RECURVIROSTRIDAE
Black-necked Stilt  Himantopus mexicanus  We saw good numbers of this attractive 

species throughout all wetland areas.  This species was one of the few to benefit 
from the arrival of Polynesians to the archipelago.  Their taro fields provided 
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ample habitat but today such wetlands are few and far between.  Its survival 
depends on protection from predators in its nesting areas.            

CHARADRIIDAE
Pacific Golden-Plover  Pluvialis fulva  Numerous on all the islands; at this time of year 

most birds were in striking breeding plumage, which they showed off as they 
strutted around the lawns of the islands.

SCOLOPACIDAE                                                 
Bristle-thighed Curlew  Numenius tahitiensis  We were very pleased to find a dozen or 

so birds wintering at the James Campbell National Wildlife Refuge, on Oahu 
Island.  This rare and endangered species only breeds in western Alaska and the 
entire population winters on Pacific Ocean islands.  This species is classed as 
vulnerable in `Threatened Birds of the World` with a estimated population of 
7,000 birds, which unfortunately is declining.  The most serious threat is 
predation by introduced mammals including feral cats, dogs and the Small Indian 
Mongoose.                                  

Wandering Tattler  Heterosceles incanus  Small numbers of this winter visitor were 
observed on all the islands visited.  All birds were in freshly acquired breeding 
plumage.                                         

Ruddy Turnstone  Arenaria interpres  Also small numbers of this winter visitor were 
observed on all the islands we visited.  All birds were in freshly acquired breeding 
plumage.                                  

Sanderling  Calidris alba  Once again small numbers of this winter visitor were 
observed on a few occasions.  All were in non-breeding plumage.          

LARIDAE
Laughing Gull  Larus atricilla  Two adult birds were seen at Kealia National Wildlife 

Refuge, on the Big Island.  This is the most frequently recorded gull in the 
Islands but it is still only an occasional visitor.                     

Franklin's Gull  Larus pipixcan  During the pelagic boat trip off the Na Pali coast of 
Kauai Island, an adult Franklin’s Gull flew directly behind the boat for quite some 
time.  This species is a rare vagrant to Hawaii and we were very fortunate to 

observe one in Hawaiian waters.

STERNINAE
Arctic Tern  Sterna paradisaea  During the pelagic boat trip off the Na Pali coast of 

Kauai Island, a pair of adults of this species, were observed amongst a large group 
of seabirds that were feeding on the surface of the ocean.  This species winters in 
Antarctica and migrates through the tropical Pacific at this time of year, in very 
small numbers.  So once again, we were fortunate to see this species in these 
waters. 

Grey-backed Tern  Sterna lunata  An uncommon breeding bird in the Hawaiian Islands, 
we were fortunate to see them close to Manora Island, near Honolulu, on the first 
day of the tour and we also observed several birds during the pelagic boat trip off
the Na Pali coast of  Kauai Island.                                   
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Sooty Tern  Sterna fuscata  This much commoner species was also seen close to Manora 
Island, near Honolulu, on the first day of the tour and also during the pelagic boat 
trip off the Na Pali coast of Kauai Island.                                 

Black Noddy  Anous minutus  This species was seen well off Laupahoehoe, on the Big 
Island and much large numbers were seen very well during the pelagic boat trip 
off the Na Pali coast of Kauai Island.                                       

White Tern  Gygis alba  We saw a couple of birds close to Manora Island, near 
Honolulu, on the first day of the tour.  We also observed small numbers in flight 
around Honolulu and we found a bird nesting in a large tree at Kapiolani Park, in 
downtown Honolulu.                                    

COLUMBIDAE
Feral Pigeon  Columba livia  This urban species was observed well on many occasions 

throughout the tour.  The population in Honolulu is unusual, as most birds are 
white with red bills and legs.                                                         

Spotted Dove  Streptopelia chinensis  Introduced from Asia, it proved to be common on 
all four islands.                                              

Zebra Dove  Geopelia striata  Also introduced from Asia, it was also common on all 
four islands.                                              

PSITTACIDAE
Rose-ringed Parakeet  Psittacula krameri  Introduced from India, this is one of the few 

introduced species in Hawaii, that has not done well.  We saw three birds very 
well in  Kapiolani Park, in Honolulu, followed by a second pair in flight, while 
driving through Honolulu.                          

TYTONIDAE
Barn Owl  Tyto alba   This widespread cosmopolitan species was seen briefly as we 

walked home from a restaurant at Lihue, on Kauai Island.
                          
STRIGIDAE                 
Short-eared Owl  Asio flammeus  Another widespread species, it was also seen briefly in 

flight, in Haleakala National Park, on Maui Island.                          

ALAUDIDAE
Sky Lark  Alauda arvensis  Introductions of this species were made from England to 

New Zealand and in 1870 it was introduced from New Zealand to Hawaii.  It 
proved to be common in the grasslands at higher elevations of the Big Island. 

PYCNONOTIDAE
Red-whiskered Bulbul  Pycnonotus jocosus  Introduced to the island of Oahu from Asia 

in 1965.  This species is not as widespread as the Red-vented Bulbul, although it 
is slowly spreading.  We saw it well on a few occasions.                                
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Red-vented Bulbul  Pycnonotus cafer Also introduced to the island of Oahu from Asia, 
in the 1950’s.  This species has rapidly spread throughout the island where it is 
one of the most conspicuous birds.  It was introduced to fill the void left by the 
disappearance of native birds at lower elevations.  We saw it well on many 
occasions.                                                

MIMIDAE
Northern Mockingbird  Mimus polyglottos  Introduced from North America, this 

species has done rather well and we saw it on several occasions.          

TURDIDAE
Omao  Myadestes obscurus  We commonly observed this species in the higher elevation

forest of the Big Island.  This is the only species of thrush in Hawaii that still has
a healthy population.  This species is classed as vulnerable in `Threatened Birds 
of the World` with a stable population of approximately 170,000 individuals.  The 
most serious threat to this species is the destruction of native forest.  Lesser 
threats are caused by the spread of feral goats to native forests which has caused 
habitat degradation.  Feral Pigs are particularly disruptive and facilitate the spread 
of introduced, disease-carrying mosquitoes.                            

Puaiohi  Myadestes palmeri  This species is classed as critical in `Threatened Birds of 
the World` with an estimated population of 100-200 birds.  It was considered a 
rare bird as early as the beginning of the 1900’s.  The population was estimated at 
about 20 individuals between 1976-1983.  A captive breeding program and 
release of young birds into the Alakai Wilderness Preserve was initiated, but it 
remains to be seen what the long term trend will be.  Prospects for its survival are 
bleak and it may well follow the now extinct Kamao, sometimes referred to as the 
Large Kauai Thrush, which was last seen in the early 1990’s.  The most serious 
threats to this species is the destruction of the understorey by Feral Pigs and avian 
malaria.  Avian pox-like lesions have been observed on mist-netted birds.  This is 
by far the rarest bird we saw on the tour and we were extremely fortunate to have 
a prolonged view of this species while eating lunch in the Alakai Wilderness 
Preserve, on Kauai Island.

SYLVIINAE
Japanese Bush-Warbler  Cettia diphone  Introduced from Japan in 1929, it has now 

spread throughout the island group and its song has become a familiar sound.  It is 
a particularly skulking species, so we were very please when one individual 
responded well to tape playback at Kawaiele Sand Mine, on Kauai Island, 
popping up onto the top of a bush, where we saw it very well.                                

MUSCICAPIDAE
White-rumped Shama  Copsychus malabaricus  This beautiful species was introduced

from Asia in 1931 and today it is widespread on the islands of Oahu and Kauai.  
It is a beautiful songster which we heard very well and also saw very well on 
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many occasions.                                                      

MONARCHIDAE
Hawaii Elepaio  Chasiempis sandwichensis  Elapaios are the only representatives of the 

monarch flycatcher family in Hawaii, they descended from a single common 
ancestor, which colonised the islands.  This species of elepaio was readily 
observed on the Big Island, were it is endemic.  Although the elepaios are 
amongst Hawaii’s most adaptable native birds, their small and fragmented ranges 
and their continued decline in numbers means that all elepaios are classed as 
vulnerable in `Threatened Birds of the World`.  The Hawaii Elepaio has an 
estimated population of 2,500 birds, which unfortunately is declining.  The most 
serious threat to this species is habitat loss; much of its habitat has been heavily 
browed by Feral Goats, which in turn facilitates the spread of introduced grasses 
which suppress regeneration of native habitat and also greatly increase the risk 
of fire.                                          

Oahu Elepaio  Chasiempis gayi  After a little searching we managed to enjoy good looks 
at one of these birds in the Kuliouou Valley, on Oahu Island.  This species is 
endemic to Oahu Island.  It is classified as endangered in `Threatened Birds of the 
World`, it has a very small and declining population, estimated to number no 
more than 200 individuals.  Available habitat for this species continues to decline; 
its lower elevation limit is limited by the extent of native forest and avian malaria, 
which is spread by introduced mosquitoes.  It is estimated that the mortality rate 
for adults of this species, caused by avian malaria is high as 25%.  Nest predation 
by the introduced Black Rat is also a further problem.                                         

Kauai Elepaio  Chasiempis sclateri  This third species of Elepaio, is endemic to Kauai
 Island and is fairing much better than the previous two species.  We enjoyed 
several good looks at this species during our time birding in the Alakai 
Wilderness Preserve.  Classed as vulnerable in `Threatened Birds of the World`, 
its population is estimated to be over 20,000 birds, but numbers are declining.  In 
1992, Hurricane Iniki drastically reduced the numbers of all species of birds on 
Kauai Island, including the elepaio.                      

TIMALIINAE
Hwamei  Garrulax canorus  A species of babbler, introduced from Asia.  It is a beautiful 

songster and we heard it often in the forested areas of the Alakai Wilderness Area, 
on Kauai Island.  The Hwamei is seldom seen, as it is an extremely skulking 
species.  Therefore, we were fortunate to have one fly across the road, directly in 
front of our vehicle, while driving through Kokee State Park, on Kauai Island.  It 
is rumored that during the big Honolulu fire, early in the 1900’s, many people 
released their cage birds, to avoid them being burned alive and this is how this 
species was released into the wild.  However, it is more likely that this species 
was deliberately introduced to the five largest of the Hawaiian Islands.       . 

Red-billed Leiothrix  Leiothrix lutea  This gorgeous skulker was commonly heard in 
forested areas on Oahu, the Big Island and Maui, where small numbers showed 
well.  It is another species of babbler which was introduced from Asia in the early 
1900’s, this species is now fairly common on most of the larger Hawaiian Islands. 
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By the 1930’s it was very common on all the major islands including Kauai Island 
but it had a sudden and dramatic decline on Kauai and it has not been seen on the 
island since 1974.                                   

ZOSTEROPIDAE
Japanese White-eye  Zosterops japonicus  Introduced from Japan in the 1920’s and 

30’s; the Japanese White-eye is now the most abundant bird throughout the 
archipelago and we saw it on most days of the tour.                                  

STURNIDAE
Common Myna  Acridotheres tristis  Introduced to Hawaii in 1865 from Asia, in order 

to eat caterpillars that were seriously damaging pasturelands; the Common Myna 
is now common on all the large islands.  We saw it on almost every day of the 
tour.                                              

PASSERIDAE
House Sparrow  Passer domesticus  Introduced from New Zealand in 1871, where the 

species had been previously introduced from England.  It now occurs on all the 
large Hawaiian Islands and we saw it on almost every day of the tour. 

ESTRILDIDAE
Common Waxbill  Estrilda astrild  Introduced from Africa in the late 1970’s, this 

species only occurs on Oahu Island, where we saw several large flocks. 
African Silverbill  Lonchura cantans  Introduced to the Big Island from Africa in the 

early 1970’s, we saw a small flock at the Big Island Country Club, on the Big 
Island.  It has recently started to spread to some of the other larger islands in the 
archipelago.                             

Nutmeg Mannikin  Lonchura punctulata  Introduced from Asia in 1865, it is now 
common on all the main islands, where we saw many small flocks.  It occurs from 
sea level right up into alpine scrubland.  It is the only member of this family 
which lives in native forest.                          

Chestnut Mannikin  Lonchura atricapilla  Introduced from Asia in the 1940’s and 
1970’s, it now occurs on most of the larger islands, where we saw several large 
flocks.

                                                
Java Sparrow  Padda oryzivora  First introduced to the islands in the 1800’s, from the 

island of Java, in Indonesia.  This first, deliberate introduction was unsuccessful.  
It was then illegally released in the late 1960’s.  This realise has been very 
successful and this attractive species in now common on most of the larger 
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islands, where we saw several flocks.  This species is listed as vulnerable in 
`Threatened Birds of the World` following a disastrous decline in numbers in it’s 
native islands of Java and Bali.  Here numbers are estimated to be approximately 
5,000 birds and declining.  So today, the Hawaiian birds make up a considerable 
portion of the total world population and already exceed Indonesian birds in 
numbers.

FRINGILLIDAE
House Finch  Carpodacus mexicanus   Introduced from North American in 1870, this 

species is now well established on all the main islands, where we saw it on most 
days of the tour.                                                        

DREPANIDINAE
Palila  Loxioides bailleui  The first of 14 Hawaiian honeycreepers we saw during the 

tour, this family is endemic to Hawaii.  During the last 100 years the Palila’s 
range has gradually contracted and it now only occurs on the upper slopes of 
Mauna Kea, which is where we enjoyed prolong looks at a beautiful male.  
Classified as endangered, in `Threatened Birds of the World` with a population 
somewhere between 2,000-6,000 birds.  The main threats to this species is, severe 
over grazing by Feral Goats, nest predation by Short-eared Owl, Feral Cats and 
introduced rats.  The seed pods of the mamane tree is the main food item of this 
species.  However, caterpillars in the mamane pods are a major food source for 
the Palila, introduced parasitic wasps, now attack these caterpillars and present 
yet another threat to this species.            

Hawaii Amakihi  Hemignathus virens  We enjoyed great sightings of this species on 
both the Big Island and on Maui Island.  It is one of the few native species that 
seems to be holding its own.                    

Oahu Amakihi  Hemignathus flavus  Endemic to Oahu Island, we saw one individual 
very well along the Tantalus Scenic Loop, above Honolulu.  This species is 
classed as vulnerable in `Threatened Birds of the World`, as it only occurs on two 
mountain ranges, on only one island.  This species shows clear signs of resistance 
to avian malaria, as it is re-colonizing lower elevation areas, where it once 
occurred.  The population is estimated to be between 20,000-60,000 birds and is 
apparently stable.  The main threat to this species is habitat loss and Feral Pigs 
facilitate the spread of both alien plants and mosquitoes and continue to degrade 
native forest.  Predation by introduced animals such as Feral Cat and rats is also a 
major problem.                                 

Kauai Amakihi  Hemignathus kauaiensis  The last native bird we saw on the tour, we
saw a solitary bird very well in the Alakai Wilderness Preserve.  This bird is 
endemic to  Kauai Island, it is classed as vulnerable in `Threatened Birds of the 
World`, as it only survives in one very small area of upland forest and occurs on 
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only the one island.  It is estimated that there are between 15,000-20,000 birds in 
existence.  The clearing of the lowland forest on Kauai removed most of the 
habitat used by this species.  It is further threatened by introduced predators, avian 
malaria and ongoing habitat degradation.

Anianiau  Hemignathus parvus  This very small, bright yellow species of honeycreeper 
was seen well during our time in the Wilderness Preserve, on Kauai Island, the 
only place in the world where this species occurs.  This species is classed as 
vulnerable in `Threatened Birds of the World`, and like the proceeding species it 
only survives on one small area on one island.  It is estimated that there are 
between 15,000-25,000 birds and is apparently stable.  The main threat to this 
species is habitat loss and Feral Pigs facilitate the spread of both alien plants and 
introduced mosquitoes, which carry avian malaria.  This species is also predated 
by introduced animals such as Feral Cat and rats. 

Akiapolaau  Hemignathus munroi  On our third attempt we managed to find a beautiful
male of this Big Island endemic along the Puu-oo Trail, in the Upper Waikea 
Forest Reserve.  A truly remarkable bird, with a truly remarkable bill.  This 
species is classed as endangered in `Threatened Birds of the World`, as it has a 
severely fragmented range, which continues to decline and only occurs on one 
island.  The population is estimated to be 1,000 and unfortunately declining.  
The main threats to this species are habitat modification through grazing and 
logging, predation by introduced rats, Feral Cats and native raptors.  It is also 
susceptible to avian diseases, which are spread by introduced mosquitoes which 
occur in the lowlands, this restricts this species to a very narrow altitudinal belt.  

Akikiki  Oreomystis bairdi  We enjoyed prolonged, very good views at a solitary
 individual while walking up a remote stream in the Alakai Wilderness Preserve, 
on Kauai Island, to which it is endemic.  This species is classed as critical in 
`Threatened Birds of the World`, because it has an extremely small and declining 
range, which is confined to one upland area, where the species is as risk due to 
unpredictable weather, such as hurricanes.  The population is estimated to be 
below 1,000 birds and unfortunately, it continues to decline in numbers.  Lowland 
forests on the island have already been cleared for timber and agriculture; feral 
livestock is causing further derogation and destruction.  Feral Pigs continue to be 
particularly detrimental, dispersing alien plants and facilitating the spread of 
introduced mosquitoes, which transmit avian malaria.  Domestic and introduced 
birds provide reservoirs for these diseases, to which there is little resistance in 
Hawaiian Honeycreeper populations.  Competition for insects by the prolific 
Japanese White-eye is also an additional threat.  

Hawaii Creeper  Oreomystis mana  We enjoyed a good long look at a solitary individual 
of this Big Island endemic, while birding in the Hakalau National Wildlife 
Refuge.  This species is classed as endangered in `Threatened Birds of the 
World`, owing to its very small, severely fragmented and contracting range.  The 
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population is estimated to be between 2,500-10,000 birds and decreasing in 
numbers.  Like many of the endemic honeycreepers the main threats to this 
species are habitat loss, the spread of alien plants and disease-carrying 
mosquitoes.  Nest predation by introduced rodents and nest-site limitation are 
additional threats. 

Maui Creeper  Paroreomyza montana  Endemic to the island of Maui, we saw it very 
well on a few occasions in the Waikamoi Forest Reserve, in Haleakala National 
Park.  This species is classed as vulnerable in `Threatened Birds of the World`, as 
it only occurs in a very small area and only on one island.  The population is 
estimated to be around 35,000 birds and is apparently stable.  Disease carrying 
mosquitoes have resulted in this bird occurring only in a very narrow altitudinal 
belt.  This species is particularly susceptible to habitat degradation by Feral Pigs 
and avoids areas where there are high numbers of this introduced species.  

Akekee  Loxops caeruleirostris   We saw a solitary individual very well in the Alakai 
Wilderness Preserve, on Kauai Island, to which this species is endemic.  It is
classified as endangered in `Threatened Birds of the World` because it occurs on 
only one island where it has a very small range and the quality of its forest habitat 
is declining rapidly. The population is estimated to be approximately 5,000 birds 
and declining.  By far the main threat to this species is the increase in altitude of 
introduced mosquitoes on the island of Kauai.  This very recent and very serious 
threat, puts all native species of birds in Kauai at risk of extermination, in the very 
near future. 

Akepa  Loxops coccineus  We were extremely fortunate to enjoy good looks at an adult 
male while birding in the Hakalau National Wildlife Refuge, on the Big Island, 
where this species is endemic.  This species is classed as endangered in 
`Threatened Birds of the World`, as it has a very small and severely fragmented 
range and occurs on only one island.  The population is estimated to be 
approximately 14,000 birds and declining.  As always habitat loss is the main 
threat to this species, other threats include avian malaria, the spread of alien plants 
and predation by introduced animals such as Feral Cat and rats.

Iiwi  Vestiaria coccinea  Without doubt, the most handsome of the existing Hawaiian 
Honeycreepers, this species was voted bird of the trip by tour participants.  We 
saw it very well on many occasions.        

                                                    
Akohekohe  Palmeria dolei  We were indeed fortunate to enjoy two separate sightings of 

this very attractive but unfortunately all too rare, Maui endemic.  Both sightings 
occurred in the Waikamoi Forest Reserve, in Haleakala National Park.  This 
species is classed as vulnerable in `Threatened Birds of the World`, as it only 
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occurs in one small upland area and only occurs on one island.  The population is 
estimated to be approximately 4,000 birds and declining.  From 1945 to 1995, the 
spread of Feral Pigs on Haleakala caused chronic habitat degradation and 
facilitated the spread of mosquitoes into remote rainforests.  This also reduced 
alternative food sources to the ohi`a bloom.  This species is also susceptible to 
predation by introduced animals such as Feral Cat and rats.                                

Apapane  Himatione sanguinea  The most numerous of the Hawaiian Honeycreepers.
We encountered this very attractive species on all islands except for Oahu, where 
we did not visit the highlands.  This species shows some degree of resistance 
against avian malaria and interestingly, the Apapane never diverged into different 
races on the various islands it inhabits.                   

EMBERIZIDAE
Saffron Finch  Sicalis flaveola  Introduced from South America in the 1960’s; it is 

struggling on Oahu Island but doing well on the Big Island.  We first saw it at  
Laupahoehoe, on the Big Island, with subsequent sightings later in the day. 

Red-crested Cardinal  Paroaria coronata  Introduced from South America in 1929, it 
now occurs on all the main islands throughout the archipelago, with the exception 
of the Big Island.  We commonly encountered it on the other three islands we 
visited.                                                      

Yellow-billed Cardinal  Paroaria capitata  Introduced only to the Big Island, from
South America, it is continuing to spread throughout the island.  We saw it well 
on a number of occasions.                                       

Northern Cardinal  Cardinalis cardinalis  Introduced from North America, it is now
common on all the major islands throughout Hawaii.  We saw it on most days of 
the tour.          

ICTERIDAE
Western Meadowlark  Sturnella neglecta  Introduced to the island of Kauai, from North 

America in 1931.  It is now a fairly common bird of lowland grasslands on the 
island.  We saw good numbers very well at the Port Allen Airport. 

MAMMALS

Lesser Indian Mongoose  Herpestes auropunctatus  This voracious predator was seen 
on Oahu, the Big Island and Maui, fortunately, it does not occur on Kauai.  
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Introduced from Jamaica, where it had also been introduced, as the name 
suggests this mammal was introduced from India.  It was introduced into Hawaii 
in 1883 to control rats in the sugarcane plantations.  Unfortunately, this species 
has done very well here and causes havoc among ground-nesting birds.    

Hawaiian Monk Seal  Monachus schauinslandi  We were very fortunate to see this 
endangered species very well on a couple of occasions.  Unfortunately, its 
numbers are decreasing rapidly, an all too familiar story in Hawaii. 

Spinner Dolphin  Stenella longirostris  We very much enjoyed our sighting of a pod of 
these dolphins during our pelagic boat trip off the Na Pali coast of Kauai.    

Humpback Whale  Megaptera novaeangliae  Every year, Humpback Whales travel 
almost 5,000 kilometers from the cool waters of Alaska, to winter in the warm 

waters of Hawaii, where they calve and raise their young.  We saw a small group 
of humpbacks loafing on the water, off Laie Point.  During the pelagic boat trip 
off the Na Pali Coast of Kauai Island, we enjoyed watching a few whales 
breaching, clear out of the surface of the ocean.      

Feral Goat  Capra hircus  This introduced species has adapted well to life in Hawaii and 
is destroying large areas of native plant life throughout the archipelago.

Mouflon  Ovis orientalis  This is a species of wild sheep, which was introduced from 
Europe.  It is the favourite prey of hunters on the Big Island, so it is very shy and 
we were very fortunate to see an adult female and a youngster, while we were 
birding along the Pu’u O’o trail.
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